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Homecomings are usually wonderful events.  We certainly expect that next weekend 
will be one of those wonderful homecoming events—and aren’t we grateful that it 
wasn’t this weekend!  A holiday season can hardly pass without a made for TV movie 
(usually pretty “sappy”) about a Christmas homecoming.  We love homecomings! 
 
So our text this morning may come as a surprise and a disappointment.  Jesus, comes 
home to Nazareth after having begun His ministry in elsewhere in Galilee, especially 
in the area around Capernaum.  Luke tells us that, “news about him spread through the 
whole countryside. He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him” (Luke 
4:14-15).  So it was with high expectations that Jesus returned to the synagogue He 
had grown up attending. 
 
Below is a description of the synagogue service from the Dictionary of Jesus and the 
Gospels (1992, InterVarsity Christian Fellowship publishing) 

 
We know that the later synagogue services included such features as the 
recitation of the �Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4-9), prayer facing Jerusalem, the 
‘Amen’ response from the congregation, the reading of excerpts from the 
scrolls of the Torah (Law) and of the Prophets, translation of the Scriptures 
from the Hebrew it was first written into the Aramaic spoken in 1st century 
Palestine, a sermon, and a benediction (see. Nehemiah 8). 
 
It became customary to recite while standing the �’Eighteen Benedictions,’ as a 
prayer.. Any male could be called upon to pray or to read the portions from the 
Torah or the Prophets (On this occasion Jesus read from the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah. Any competent individual could also be called upon to give the 
sermon (also see Acts 13:15,42; 14:1; 17:2). 
 
Though synagogues in the Middle Ages had segregated galleries for women, 
there is no evidence for such segregation in ancient synagogues. In the NT the 
presence of women in the congregation is attested inasmuch as Jesus healed a 
crippled woman as he was teaching in a synagogue (Luke 13:10-17). 

  
But this homecoming service ends with the town’s folk trying to push Jesus off a cliff.  
This morning we will see why and next weekend, Jesus will not be the honored guest 
but the honored Host. 
 
Tim 
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  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:  
Annunciation and Ascension. 
Teens: Galatians and Philippians 
College Class: When God Writes 
Your Love Story 
 10:30a.m. Worship:  Annunciation 
and Ascension 
6:00p Worship and Ministry 
Teens: Discussion  
�3�&5�1�
 7:00p Ladies Prayer Group - 

Oakmont�
6�54�&5�1 : 
  9:45a Ladies Bible Study. 1St 
Corinthians 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium: Acts 
Teens:  
�738&5�1 ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study: 
Romans 
��5�8&��%	���+�8	�9�
��:� �$�	�
Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
5���-4&��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
#242&��8�

Tim Kelley   
&��8���81 �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
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����� ���� Larry Bradley’s aunt 
Lola Mae Empson and uncle Ollie Smith are in a Nashville 

hospital.  She has six broken ribs, and he became dehydrated 
while on chemotherapy…The Thompson’s plan to drive home 
from southern California on Friday…Kevon Yule, father of 
Amanda Kingsley’s close friend Jesse, has lung cancer…Pre-

teen Tatum Null of Dallas, who has had two liver transplants, is 
in the hospital again for tissue rejection…Sue Earhart injured 

the finger she uses to read Braille…Sue McGowan’s co-
worker’s husband, Greg Thomas, had surgery on 

Wednesday…Y-Chan, a young Japanese woman from a very 
rough background, became a Christian last year.  Her spiritual 
struggle is intense at this time…Pray for our 50th Anniversary 
celebration this weekend and our “Sisters in Christ” Ladies 

Day on February 23.  Ask the Lord to bless each person 
present, everyone who is coordinating, speaking and working �

to bring us these events.�����
 
 
Trials and Pain: Few Lovers of His Cross by Brent Rogers 
 
����� For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done 
the will of God, you may receive the promise. --Hebrews 10:36 
     When God needs a person for His service-a good person, an 
effective person, a humble person-why does He most often turn 
to a person in deep trouble? Why does He seek out a person 
deep in the crucible of suffering, a person who is not the jovial, 
"happy- happy" kind? I can only say that this is the way of God 
with His human creation.... 
     Ezekiel did not come out of pleasant and favorable 
circumstances. The light had gone out in his heart. He probably 
thought that God takes a long time to work out His will. 
     Does not this same view surface in much of our Christian 
fellowship? We do not want to take the time to plow and to 
cultivate. We want the fruit and the harvest right away! We do 
not want to be engaged in any spiritual battle that takes us into 
the long night. We want the morning light right now! We do not 
want to go through the processes of planning and preparation 
and labor pains. We want the baby this instant! 
     We do not want the cross. We are more interested in the 
crown. 
     The condition is not peculiar to our century. Thomas a 
Kempis wrote long ago, "The Lord has many lovers of His 
crown but few lovers of His cross." Men Who Met God, 115. 
 
"Lord, make me a lover of Your cross as well as a lover of Your 
crown. 
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class 51 
Morning    89 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $3,831.76 
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7: 00 AM           
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