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What an tion k mon that m tur tures th
at an odd question Jesus asked Simon that eveifimg picture captures the 9:30a.m. Bible Classes

moment quite well and as you look at it you se¢ aélieeyes are on the woman. |
suspect that’s just the witywas that evening at Simon’s house. This Phaiiiseited
the popular rabbi to his home apparently to qumz and test him. What he didn’t
expect is at the end of the evening he would dedesnd found lacking. What he
was lacking is crucial—he was lacking love.

Dinners at homes were often enjoyed in the cothef
evening in a patio or courtyard. This arrangenmeadle it possible for uninvited
villagers to look on, usually from a proper distandesus was drawing large crowd
wherever He went and so there must have beenadaogp of onlookers as Simon
and his guests dined.

One of those onlookers couldn’t contain herself disdegarded all sorts of social
taboos to get to Jesus. Dress often identifieeragm in the ancient world (as it doeg
yet). A particularly important identifier for womeoncerned head coverings and
hair. Maybe this woman had a reputation in thiagé or maybe Simon responded f
her clothes and hair but when she came up to J8susn had her peggedshe was
sinful woman (likely we are to read prostitute)e shw her as she wept openly; he
saw her as she shamefully let down her hair inipubé saw her kiss Jesus’ feet; he
saw her break a very expensive alabaster jar filliddl very costly ointment and pour
it on Jesus’ feet; and he saw Jesus accept aBhhimefuldisplay of affection. He
was certain that he saw enough to judge that Jeasi$10 prophet.

So, | repeat, Jesus’ question to Simon must haamee odd—even absurd: “Simon,
do you see this woman?” Of course he saw herbadiguite an eyeful of her! But
the parable Jesus told before that question makésar that the question struck
deeply at Simon’s heart and ours, if we are pagitgntion. For all his judgmental
staring, Simon had not seen the womdre-enly saw a sinner. He saw someone |
avoided, or rejected, or even stoned (John 8:Iblilhe did not see a woman creatg
in the image of God and a daughter of Abraham.didaot see the pure love of one
who had been forgiven. He had not seen the worhalh aHow’s our eyesight?
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Ted Hanson will have reconstructive inner ear syrge
Friday hoping it will restore his hearing...The ekleontinue
to search for an associate minister and are irgetag Josh
Parrish, a recent graduate of Oklahoma Christianeysity.
His wife is Tiffany, and they have a baby...Ray Palls
father, Bob, had a stroke and is in Kaiser Hosnital
Manteca...Many residents of The Oakmont have beevithi
an intestinal virus. Joyce Crawford has been sak,..Edith
Groff isn’t doing well and needs extra managememnfher
caregivers at Prestige Assisted Living...Jewel Miler
husband is in Enloe Hospital and not doing well..aBar
Bradley began a new job in Davis, and she hasd.cBleve
Bokulich is sick with a cold...Harold Presswood haadl o
surgery...Abilene Christian University’s Elder-linkqgram
will be conducting a weekend seminar for churchiéza and
their wives at the Rancho Cordova church of Clanmst
February 1 and 2...Keep on praying for our Ladies dray
February 23 and for coordinators, Dana Shepherd\agraly
Thompson...the Weagles made it home last Wed. and hag
wonderful time, but left again on Friday for Wi,

Az. for 10 days to celebrate Shirley's sister'svefiding
anniversary. They were sorry they missed the 50th
Anniversary but weather didn't permit our travelatghat
time.

We praise our loving Father and offer a prayer of
thanksgiving for the joyful celebration of our's@nniversary
in this building. We have been richly blessedSbgve and
Ann Bokulich and their helpers, Earnestine Davisrenthan
50 years of faithful recording of our history, thieGuire
family and the charter members, Jerry Rushford& va
knowledge of our heritage and his coming to tel story,
the story of Jesus to the present day; the swheivEhip of
Christian brothers and sisters, and old and neamdis. The
church is built up; the Holy Spirit is at work angpas. Our
hope is secure.
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