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This morning’s sermon is especially for children and is from one of the best known and best 
loved stories Jesus told.  It is the story (parable) we call “The Good Samaritan.”  It was a story 
prompted by a self-justifying question from a religious expert—“Who is my neighbor?”  It’s 
hard to think of “neighbor” and children without thinking of Fred Rogers of “Mr. Rogers’ 

Neighborhood.” 

 

Without embarrassment, I tell you that he is one of 
my cultural heroes of the 20th century.  Amazingly, he has been criticized lately as one of the 
reasons for a generation’s self indulgence! If you want to look for television sources that 
encourage self indulgence the list is miles long before you get to Mr. Rogers!    

In a February 27, 2004 devotional message on “Our Daily Bread” website, David McCasland 
reflected on Mr. Rogers one year after his death and related the message of Mr. Rogers to that 
of Jesus in our text this morning.  I reprint that here.  

When Fred Rogers died February 27, 2003, scores of newspapers carried the story as front-
page news, and almost every headline included the word neighbor. As host of the long-
running children’s television show Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood, he was well known to millions 
of children and their parents as a kind, gentle, warm person who genuinely believed “each 
person is special, deep inside, just the way they are.” 

Mr. Rogers once told a journalist: “When we look at our neighbor with appreciative eyes 
…with gratitude for who that person truly is, then I feel we are arm in arm with Christ Jesus, 
the advocate of eternal good.” Because Rogers recognized the value of each person, he 
believed in being a good neighbor to all. 

When Jesus was asked, “Who is my neighbor?” He told the parable of the Good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:29-35). At the conclusion of this story, the Lord asked, “Which of these three do you 
think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” The answer? “He who showed mercy 
on him” (vv.36-37). 

Who in our “neighborhood” needs a kind word, an arm of friendship, or an act of 
encouragement today? Jesus calls us to show love and compassion to others as we love God 
with all our heart, and our neighbor as ourselves.  —David C. McCasland1 
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  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:  
Annunciation and Ascension. 
Teens: Galatians and Philippians 
College Class: He Knows My Song 
 10:30a.m. Worship:  Annunciation 
and Ascension 
6:00p Worship and Ministry 
Teens: Discussion  
�3�&5�1�
 7:00p Ladies Prayer Group - 

Oakmont�
6�54�&5�1 : 
  9:45a Ladies Bible Study. 1St 
Corinthians 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium: Acts 
Teens:  
�738&5�1 ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study: 
Romans 
��5�8&��%	���+�8	�9�
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Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
5���-4&��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
#242&��8�

Tim Kelley   
&��8���81 �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
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Ray Pollard’s father passed away last Wednesday , please 
keep him and his family in your prayers…The Hanson’s as 
Ted recovers from reconstructive ear surgery…Sam 
Blankenship had surgery on his eyelids…Helen Oates had a 
choking accident last Tuesday stayed the night in the hospital.  
She is much improved…The Batie’s 18-month-old grandson, 
Sean, has received several courses of antibiotics for MRSA 
but is still sick…Stephanie Russell’s mother, Nada 
Ellenbrand, fell and injured her right hand, arm, shoulder and 
neck…Jody Quarel’s lung cancer treatment plan is developing 
following examination of lymph nodes taken from his 
chest…Sue Baxter is able to ride her exercise bicycle, which 
should strengthen her operated knee…Bill, a new co-worker 
of Roger Davis and Sue McGowan, had a heart attack on the 
job…Gloria Sanders, wife of the late J. P. Sanders, passed 
away several days ago…Jim Miller, long time owner/operator 
of Chico Christian Center, passed away on the 16th…Roxanne 
Kelley and Wendy Thompson both have ongoing foot 
problems that make walking for exercise very painful at 
times…Joyce Reynolds and Jack Thomson are doing 
everything their doctors advise to reverse the onset of 
diabetes…Brandon and Erica  Bloxham and children (Harold 
and Christie Presswood’s children) are moving back to Chico.  
They plan to begin driving from North Carolina on February 
3 or 4…The Thompson’s will take Yumi to Sacramento on 
Wednesday morning for the U.S. citizenship swearing-in 
ceremony…The Kehm’s Chico house sold, enabling them to 
purchase one in Colorado…Our elders, their wives and the 
Kelley’s are registered to attend the Elder Link seminar at the 
Rancho Cordova church on Friday evening and 
Saturday…Keep praying for our Ladies’ Day on Saturday, 
February 23. 
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class 55 
Morning   87 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $ 1,836.52 
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7: 00 AM           
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