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Does the name Jack Whittaker ring any bells with you?  It didn’t with me but I’ve just read his 
story and it’s one you would do well to read.  Jack Whittaker had his 20 minutes of fame 
when, on Christmas morning of 2002, he and the world discovered that he won the Powerball 
lottery jackpot of $315 million.  Soon, Mr. Whittaker, his wife Jewel, and his granddaughter 
Brandi Bragg, were on 8 different TV shows telling the world about their good fortune.  What 
a Christmas present!  But if you think that this is the start of an “all my dreams came true—
feel good story” think again. 
 

In an April, 2007 story on the ABC News 20/20 website,·  we 
find this summary: 

 
Jack Whittaker won more than $300 million in the Powerball lottery in 2002. He now says 
that he regrets winning the lottery. “Since I won the lottery, I think there is no control for 
greed,” he said. “I think if you have something, there’s always someone else that wants it. I 
wish I’d torn that ticket up.”  (John Sommers II/Reuters) 
 
The story chronicles how this huge jackpot led to incredible misery, including the death of his 
beloved granddaughter.  At 17, she used the four cars and the $2,000 weekly allowance to run 
with drug dealers.  After running away, her body was found wrapped in a plastic sheet, 
dumped behind a junked van. 
 
Of course, it’s not just the money.  Most of us feel confident that given the same opportunity 
we would not be so foolish.  We would, we are convinced, wisely invest the money and not 
squander it.  But “foolishness” and money seem to often go hand in hand.  We would do well 
to remember Paul’s familiar words: 

 
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, and 
we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 
9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and 
harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root 
of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs. (1 Timothy 6:6-10) 
 
That sober warning will serve us well and will help us understand Jesus’ response to a man 
who wanted Jesus to make his brother share his inheritance with him.  We will see, if we open 
ourselves to Jesus’ words, that following the world’s wisdom can make us the worst kind of 
fools. 
 
Tim 
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  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:  
Annunciation and Ascension. 
Teens: Galatians and Philippians 
College Class: He Knows My Song 
 10:30a.m. Worship:  Annunciation 
and Ascension 
6:00p Worship and Ministry 
Teens: Discussion  
�3�&5�1�
 7:00p Ladies Prayer Group - 

Oakmont�
6�54�&5�1 : 
  9:45a Ladies Bible Study. 1St 
Corinthians 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium: Acts 
Teens:  
�738&5�1 ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study: 
Romans 
��5�8&��%	���+�8	�9�
��)� �$�	�
Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
5���-4&��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
#242&��8�

Tim Kelley   
&��8���81 �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
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Ray Pollard’s dad’s funeral was held on Monday in Stockton.  
The family continues to need our prayers…Christie 
Presswood had lasik (eye) surgery on Wednesday and it went 
very well…The McGuire’s have ongoing health 
difficulties…Sam Blankenship’s brother sustained burns on 
his face and neck from an accident with his oxygen 
tank…Ted Hanson caught a bad cold and cough after his ear 
surgery…Nancy Henderson and her son, Mike, need prayers 
for wisdom as they both make decisions about medical 
treatments…Roxanne Kelley’s brother-in-law Mike 
Rominsky and veteran LST trainer and teacher Steve McLean 
had gallbladder surgery last week…Judy Thomson’s college 
friends Sid and Kay Young of Texas need prayers for his and 
their eldest son’s heart disease and their eldest daughter’s 
infertility treatments…Roger, Eileen and Earnestine Davis 
have gone north to Oregon and Washington to visit their 
family…Continue to pray for the Parish family who are 
coming this weekend about the work of associate minister. 
 
In Japan, where suicide is considered an option for problem 
solving, Brent and Sandy Roger asked us to pray for their old 
friend, Wa-ko, and her family.  She is under tremendous 
stress due to her husband’s sudden loss of two jobs.  Brent 
asked us to pray also for a special event coming March 1 and 
2.  They are hosting a group of Japanese brothers and sisters 
from the church in Mito (eastern Japan).  They hope to reach 
the seeking Bible students of Kojima who need to see the 
Christian faith modeled in the lives of other Japanese. 
Nothing happens without faithful, persistent prayer. 
 
The U. S. citizenship ceremony held in Sacramento on 
Wednesday saw 509 new fellow countrymen take the oath 
and recite the pledge of allegiance.  One of them was our own 
Yumi!  It was a very happy day. 
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class 45 
Morning   96 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $ 1,481.40 
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7: 00 AM           
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