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This past week, Dr. James Dobson, of Focus on the Family, made a personal statement 
saying, “I cannot, and will not, vote for Sen. John McCain, as a matter of conscience.”  I do 
not here and will not (ever if I can help it) make a partisan political endorsement or 
condemnation as a minister.  In fact, do me the kindness of not asking me for whom I voted or 
will vote.  What I want to address is the issue of conscience that Dr. Dobson raised and 
implied in his statement.  As indebted as I am to the wisdom of James Dobson in the area of 
family, marriage, and child-raising (and I really am), I believe his statement, as honest as it 
was, was misguided. 
 
Again, I am not commenting on John McCain or any other presidential candidate, but about 
our relationship to the political process as Christians.  I think that the implications of Romans 
13:1-7 are fairly clear that we reside in two realms and are to be faithful in each.  God has 
ordained human governments but those governments are not the Kingdom of God.  We should 
be good and supportive citizens of our countries unless there is a conflict with our supreme 
allegiance to God.  Paul was speaking here, not in the context of an enlightened democracy 
that insures freedom of religion, but about the Roman Empire, under the despotic Nero.  How 
much more should we be good citizens! 
 
Having said that, we need to also be clear that the Kingdom of God, Jesus proclaimed, is not 
of this world.  He disappointed a lot of people by refusing to be a political Messiah.  Of course 
we should work to make our world as good as we can and uphold God’s values as best we 
can.  What we should not do, in my judgment, is expect any government (including our 
blessed government) to be an extension of God’s Kingdom.  I’m convinced that the worst 
thing that happened to the church was being made the official religion of the Roman Empire.  
Soon, the Roman church began looking much more like the Roman Empire than it did the 
church we see in the pages of the New Testament. 
 
What do we do when we vote?  Contrary to what Dr. Dobson implies, I do not believe that we 
put our stamp of endorsement on a candidate and all that he/she believes or does by voting for 
him/her.  We simply make a choice between two or more flawed humans.  We ask, in the end, 
which one of the candidates do we believe will be the better choice—not the perfect choice.  
To choose not to vote because no candidate measures up to our standard is, of course, our 
right—but it is a choice with consequences.  If we refuse to vote for the better candidate (from 
our viewpoint), we have aided the candidate(s) we believe to be the worse choice and more 
importantly, we have forfeited our right and obligation in the worldly kingdom in which God 
has placed us. 
 
No candidate, not even the finest Christian who shares our every value (and let us pray for 
more of those to run!), will make the kingdom of the world into the kingdom of our Lord and 
of his Christ (Revelation 11:15).  Only the Lord will do that and in His own good time.  So, 
yes, vote your conscience but remember that you are, by the will of God, rendering to 
Caesar. 
 

Tim 
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  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:  
Annunciation and Ascension. 
Teens: Galatians and Philippians 
College Class: He Knows My Song 
 10:30a.m. Worship:  Annunciation 
and Ascension 
6:00p Worship and Ministry 
Teens: Discussion  
�3�&5�1�
 7:00p Ladies Prayer Group - 

Oakmont�
6�54�&5�1 : 
  9:45a Ladies Bible Study. 1St 
Corinthians 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium: Acts 
Teens:  
�738&5�1 ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study: 
Romans 
��5�8&��%	���,�8	�9�
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Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
5���.4&��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
#242&��8�

Tim Kelley   
&��8���81 �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
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Alene Hale is in the hospital with an abdominal problem that 

may require surgery…Grace McQuown spent last Sunday 

night and Monday in the hospital.  She has been referred for 

evaluation to San Francisco on February 28th .  Her brother 

Wayne Molter suffers from seizures …Dana Shepherd has 

been sick with a cold…Kristi Kehm has the flu…Neil Bennett 

is traveling around the state to farm events.  The Bennett 

family’s dear friend and elder of the church in Tulare, Jack 

Davis, passed away suddenly several days ago…Rod 

Thomson, Sr. and Wally Baer are both in the hospital.  

Tiffany and the family need our prayers…Remember to pray 

for all who are suffering loss as a result the winter tornadoes 

that struck five states. 

 

We Give Thanks…Gaylene Di Lorenzo’s daughter, Stephanie 

Richardson, gave birth to a healthy son, Colton, on 

Tuesday…Josh, Tiffany and Peyton Parrish are with us this 

weekend from Oklahoma City.  Let us continue to pray that 

the Lord will lead us in all things and bless our mutual efforts 

to do His will.    

 

“If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.  My Father 

will love him, and we will come to him and make our home 

with him.”  John 14:23 
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class 59 
Morning   94 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $ 4,026.87 
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7: 00 AM           
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