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Below is an excerpt from William Barclayl3aily Study Bibleon Luke that prepares us for | &456 2
looking at the story of Jesus’ last Passover beftisedeath. Tim 9:30a.m. Bible Classes
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It was at Passover time that Jesus came to Jemusa die. The Feast of Unleavened Breg
is not, strictly speaking, the same thing as ttes®eer. The Feast of Unleavened Bread Ii
for a week, from 15th to 21st Nisan (April), ane fRassover itself was eaten 15th Nisan.
commemorated the deliverance of the people of lifram their slavery in Egypt (Exo0.12).
On that night the angel of death smote the firstitsmn in every Egyptian family; but he
passed over the homes of the Israelites, becaadmthls of their doors were smeared with
the blood of the lamb to distinguish them. On thight they left so quickly that, at their last
meal, there was no time to bake bread with lealtevas unleavened cakes they ate.

There were elaborate prepapat for the Passover. Roads were repaired; bridges mad
safe; wayside tombs were whitewashed lest theipilghould fail to see them, and so toucl
them and become unclean. For a month before, ¢ing @hd meaning of the Passover was
subject of the teaching of every synagogue. Twe defore the Passover there was in eve
house a ceremonial search for leaven. The housethimldk a candle and solemnly searche
every nook and cranny in silence, and the lasighardf leaven was thrown out.

Every male Jew, who was of age and who livediwitts miles of the holy city, was bound
by law to attend the Passover. But it was the aarbif every Jew in every part of the worl
(as it is still) to come to the Passover in Jewrrsaht least once in his lifetime. To this day,
when Jews keep the Passover in every land theytipaayhey may keep it next year in
Jerusalem. Because of this vast numbers cameusalem at the Passover time. Cestius W
governor of Palestine in the time of Nero and Neraled to belittle the importance of the
Jewish faith. To convince Nero of it, Cestius t@&ensus of the lambs slain at one parti
Passover. Josephus tells us that the number wasQZ6d he law laid it down that the
minimum number for a Passovelagration was 10. That means that on this occaditdmese
figures are correct, there must have been more2ti@@0,000 pilgrims to the Passover. It w4
in a city crowded like that that the drama of thstIldays of Jesus was played out.

. Once again Jesus did not leave things untilakemoment; his plans were already mad
The better class houses had two rooms. The one wamn the top of the other; and the
house looked exactly like a small box placed ondabg large one. The upper room was
reached by an outside stair. During the Passower ail lodging in Jerusalem was free. Thg
only pay a host might receive for letting lodgirigghe pilgrims was the skin of the lamb
which was eaten at the feast. A very usual use efpger room was that it was the place
where a Rabbi met with his favorite disciples t& things over with them and to open his
heart to them. Jesus had taken steps to procuneastmom. He sent Peter and John into th
city to look for a man bearing a jar of water. Teorg water was a woman's task. A man
carrying a jar of water woulbde as easy to pick out as, say, a man using &lathprella on
wet day. This was a prearranged signal betweers dgslia friend
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Brent and Sandy Rogers are asking the Chico chorphay
earnestly this week for our Bible students andhfittecoming to
church camp in Kojima on March 1 and 2. Brotherd sisters in
Christ will be traveling from Mito in eastern Jap@arshare their
faith and encourage the campers. Japanese peabpiea
Christianity but think iis a religion for Americans. Therefore, i
impossible to overemphasize the value of theirdpainle to see tt
word in the lives of fellow Japanese. Let us eilgadevote
ourselves to prayer on February 29 and March Ir(heekend oL
time), that God may open the door of their heartsi$ saving
grace and glory.

WE GIVE THANKS TO GODfor sending Josh and
Tiffany Parish to begin working with us. There isstill
much praying and preparation to be done in anticipéon
of their arrival... The Batie’s 18-month-old grandson,
Sean, is healed of MRSA...Our LST friends Steve and
Valerie McLean are in Croatia. His gallbladder suigery
was a complete success, and their thoughts have med to
recruiting more students...Rod Thomson has recovered
enough to returnto work...We are thankful that the Lord
gave us Ladies Day and sent Birgie Niemann. Herftg of
wisdom, knowledge, and a sweet spirit bless Christn
women wherever she goes. We are thankful for thaith
of Dana, Wendy, Roxanne and all who served as
discussion leaders and helpers, making Ladies Day &egt
blessing. Women from all over the north state atteded,
and our men cleaned up after us! God is good!

Earnestine Davis is in pain from three stress fractres in
her spine Sue Earhart broke tworibs due to a fall...Nancy
Bradley is having physical therapy for her shoulder
Larry’s sister, La Nita Boyd, asked us to pray for
Courtney, a three-year-old born with rheumatoid
arthritis. Her family has many other problems, toa LST
worker Mandy Anderson, a mother of three, had surgery
on the 14" for a massive tumor....Karen Duval has been
ill for several weeks with the flu and bronchial
pneumonia...Sue Baxter is praying she will be able to
attend the April wedding of her granddaughter Carrie in
Texas...Chloe Baer’s grandma Sylvia has a bad cold dn
is very tired...Misha Hanson Hardeman broke her wrist
and will need to have surgery...Tim Kelley has a coldand
Christie Presswood has bronchitis.
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