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Do You Believe in Magic? 
“When people stop believing in God, they don’t believe in nothing – they believe in 
anything.” – G. K. Chesterton 
 
Chesterton was one of the great Christian minds of a century ago and in the above 
quote, he wrote a concise commentary on every age, including our own.  As we saw 
Wednesday night in our class on Acts, one of the powerful cultural influences that the 
early church faced was a belief in magic.  That belief was a view that claimed there 
were spirit beings everywhere (from gods to demons) that shaped much of life.  Magic 
was a way to get them not to hurt you and maybe to help you get what you wanted 
(wealth and sex were high on the list).  In darker moments, magic was a way to put a 
curse on your enemy.  It was a belief that events were controlled by the movement of 
the stars, the whims of the gods, and above all, fate.  If you knew the secrets (spells, 
potions, astrological forecasts, etc), you could gain some control.   
 
The Gospel stood against all of that.  There is but one God and He is sovereign.  We 
can’t conjure spells to get Him to do our bidding.  There are no potions, rituals or 
magic words that “work” on God.  Instead, God took the initiative to have a 
relationship with us.  Through His Son we know the Father—that’s not magic but it is 
faith! 
 
Belief in magic dies hard, however.  Christians through the centuries have tried to 
substitute rituals for faith.  Now, ritual can be a very good thing if it is imbued with 
faith in the Living God.  It can be deadly if it is just a technique.  There is evidence 
that Christians still have a magical view of the world almost everyday in my email 
inbox.  “Say this prayer 10 times and God will give you …”  “If you forward this to 
50 people, you will get … if you don’t, something bad will happen.”  Please!  Where’s 
the delete button?  I don’t care how many pictures of cute babies and puppies the 
email contains, it’s magic not faith.  Don’t I believe in the power of prayer?  Yes!!!!  
But that’s because I believe in the Power of God.  My prayer has very little power and 
no string of words will empower it (Matthew 6:7).  God has all the Power I need and 
prayer is talking with the Almighty.   
 
What intrigues me even more is the persistence of magical views among those trained 
to accept the materialism of the modern scientific worldview.  Told from childhood 
that the universe just happened and that we are the result of millions of years of blind 
evolutionary processes and that everything has a purely material “scientific” 
explanation, we now find ourselves in a “post-modern” culture that is wide open to 
magic.  That brings us back to Chesterton’s quote.  Without God, people will believe 
in anything.  But maybe this is an open door for the truth.  Maybe people who now 
believe in anything rather than nothing will look with fresh eyes at the answer faith in 
God gives them?  Let us pray that God (in whom all power rests) will use us to make 
that so.    Tim 
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  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:  
Annunciation and Ascension. 
Teens: Galatians and Philippians 
College Class: He Knows My Song 
 10:30a.m. Worship:  Annunciation 
and Ascension 
6:00p Worship and Ministry 
Teens: Discussion  
 3�'5�1�
 7:00p Ladies Prayer Group - 

Oakmont�
6�54�'5�1 : 
  9:45a Ladies Bible Study. 1St 
Corinthians 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium: Acts 
Teens:  
 738'5�1 ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study: 
Romans 
��5�8'���	� ��+�8	�9�
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Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
5���-4'��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
�242' �8�

Tim Kelley   
'��8� �81 �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
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Nancy Bradley who is feeling better.  Let’s pray that her 
lupus will go into remission and stay there…Nancy 
Henderson is still having trouble swallowing following 
surgery on her neck…Viva Rhodes had an MRI on her back.  
Brittany has been sick with bronchitis and asthma…Edith 
Groff is in room 403B at Twin Oaks.  She is there for 
rehabilitation but doesn’t want to walk …Kari Thomson is 
interviewing for a job in medical billing…Doug Blankenship 
is traveling out of the country for two weeks…Sue 
McGowan’s sister, Donna Silva, had successful surgery and is 
recovering…Always pray for our missionaries, Steve and 
Josie Mock of Tijuana, Doug Wheeler who works several 
months of each year in Nigeria, and Brent and Sandy Rogers 
of Kojima, Japan. 
One of our Bible students in Kojima is suffering miserably 
from depression but is reaching out to Brent.  He urgently 
requested that we pray for both of them. 
 
We live in answered prayer…Amanda Kingsley was 
promoted to Director at Sierra View Elementary for next 
years C.A.R.D. program…Garnet Blankenship received a 
good report from her doctor and is in her 14th year of being 
free of cancer…Lionel Sanchez got contact lenses, and he can 
see!…Joyce Crawford was well enough to come to worship 
last Sunday…The Weagle’s enjoyed a visit from Kristi and 
the three grandchildren last week…The Lord blessed on 
Easter Sunday with 134 people in worship and a wonderful 
afternoon of feasting and fun at the Bradley’s house.  God 
bless the Bradley’s for their gracious hospitality!…Curt and 
Diana Davis were here last week to be with the family, and 
Mary Evalyn enjoyed a visit from them, too…Sue Baxter had 
a lovely week.  Her granddaughter, Carrie, was baptized.  
And Grace McQuown took her shopping and helped her find 
a dress to wear to Carrie’s wedding…We have a baby’s class 
in Room 5 and attended nursery.  Thanks be to God who put 
it into Tiffany Parrish’s heart! 
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class 57 
Morning  134  
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $ 2,469.09 
 
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7: 30 AM           
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