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Who’s in Charge Here? 
Our presidential election season is often seen as deciding who will be in charge of our 
country.  It’s certainly not an unimportant decision and Christians should be fully 
engaged in the process (Romans 13).  Certainly, the decisions made by the president 
(often described as the most powerful person in the world) about war and peace, the 
economy, social welfare, education, and all of the other concerns, are significant and 
will effect millions of lives.  But we, of all people, should not overstate the power of 
any political leader. 
 
Today we are looking at one of the central and most important claims that Christians 
make—that is, that Jesus is the ascended Lord.  You would hardly know that it is one 
of the most important claims we make by our virtual silence on the subject and I’m 
guilty of being one of those who has been largely silent.  When we do speak of it, it 
sometimes sounds like Jesus simply defied gravity and floated into outer space.  Even 
our images (such as the one here) give that impression.  Then, someday, He’ll return 
and things will get interesting but right now, were just working and waiting.  How 
wrong can that be? 
 
But for the New Testament, the ascension is absolutely vital.  It does not simply mean 
Jesus has gone away—it means that Jesus is really Lord!  Whatever else Heaven is, it 
is the realm of God.  God is sovereign and Jesus, our risen, ascended Savior, is with 
Him in power and rule.  When Paul gives that majestic hymn to Christ in Philippians 
2:5-11, he ends with these powerful words: 
 

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
and gave him the name that is above every name,  
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11 TNIV) 

 
In the ascension, Jesus was exalted and right now (not some day down the road) He 
has the name above all names and right now every knee should bow (and one day 
certainly will).  The early Christians chose death over the idolatrous claim that Caesar 
is Lord.   
 
When we speak of the ascension, we make two really important claims:  Jesus is now 
in charge of everything (even though it may not look like it because He still gives us 
the freedom to make a mess of the world) and He has opened the way for us to be with 
and in the Father (He is our High Priest and Mediator).  Because Jesus is our ascended 
Lord, we are, right now, more than conquerors.  No election results can overturn that 
reality! 
Tim 
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  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:  
Annunciation and Ascension. 
Teens: Galatians and Philippians 
College Class: He Knows My Song 
 10:30a.m. Worship:  Annunciation 
and Ascension 
6:00p Worship and Ministry 
Teens: Discussion  
 4�'6�2�
 7:00p Ladies Prayer Group - 

Oakmont�
7�65�'6�2 : 
  9:45a Ladies Bible Study. 1St 
Corinthians 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium: Acts 
Teens:  
 849'6�2 ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study: 
Romans 
��6�9'���	���,�9	�*�
��:�#���	�
Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
6���.5'��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
�353' �9�

Tim Kelley   
'��9� �92 �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
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Earnestine Davis is doing well as she recovers from spinal surgery 

at Chico Creek Care and Rehabilitation. 

Roxanne Kelley’s dear friend, Zoe Nolan, after several strokes, 

now has a lung infection. 

Larry Bradley’s sister, Lanita Boyd, told us about a four-year-old 

girl named Courtney, born with severe rheumatoid arthritis.  The 

Central Church of Christ in Cincinnati, Ohio is helping the family 

with her care and some of their financial needs. 

Dana Shepherd found out on Wednesday that Child Protective 

Services is taking Kenny away from her sister. 

Joyce Crawford’s daughter Moira and grandson Gregory are in a 

difficult family situation. 

Sue McGowan’s co-worker’s husband, Greg Thomas, has severe 

pain from a continuing problem with his vertebrae. 

Pete Hanson has conjunctivitis. 

Doyle Shippelhoute’s cousin Charlene underwent a procedure for 

liver cancer at Stanford. 

Judy Thomson will have cataract surgery on May 5. 

Joseph Dunbar’s eye is healing well.   The father of Mariah’s 

friend Isabella passed away. 

Dianne Beebe’s 84-year-old mother will soon undergo a 

mastectomy. 

Renee Viso needs the Lord to lead her to the right treatment for her 

neck. 

Garnet Blankenship hasn’t been feeling well. 

Sue Baxter’s daughter and son-in-law sold their home in Long 

Beach and must move to St. George, Utah within two weeks. 

Please pray for all who are traveling from many points around the 

world to attend the annual Pepperdine Bible Lectures this week. 

Karlene Shippelhoute received the Northern California Junior 

Scholarship Federation award for academics and being exemplary 

student. 
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class 64 
Morning   102 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $ 2,027.49 
 
 
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7: 30 AM           
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