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There is little debate about this—the best known and best loved parable of Jesus remains the 
parable we call, “The Prodigal Son.”  We love stories about forgiveness, acceptance, reunions, 
and happy endings!  Of course we do and we should.  That is our story for the morning’s 
sermon and it will be given especially to our children.   
 

In this space I want to say some things about this parable that 
I won’t stress in the sermon.  First, the name we have given this parable is not the one I would 
prefer.  This is the last of three parables found in Luke 15 that seek to give the same message.  
If we focus on that which was lost, the parables would be called, “The Lost Sheep,” “The Lost 
Coin,” and finally, “The Lost Son.”  But read the first two parables again and see where the 
stress is as Jesus tells the story.  The stress in the first is not on the lost sheep but rather the 
searching shepherd who risks all to find the one sheep.  The stress in the second parable is not 
on the lost coin but rather upon the woman who leaves no piece of furniture unturned until she 
finds her precious coin (probably part of her bridal headpiece). 
 
A marvelous German preacher/theologian named Helmut Thieleke gave the best title to the 
third parable I’ve seen.  He called it “The Waiting Father.”  He’s right!  The central character 
is the Father—just as the central characters were first the shepherd and then the woman in the 
first two parables.  These parables are first about God, not us.  All we managed to do was to 
get ourselves lost.  God is the one who searched for us until He found us, saved us, and 
rejoiced over us.   
 
The setting for the parables is crucial:  “Now the tax collectors and ‘sinners’ were all 
gathering around to hear [Jesus]. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, ‘This 
man welcomes sinners and eats with them’” (Luke 15:1-2).  As much as we extol the virtues 
of forgiving and accepting, there is something scandalous about God’s welcome of sinners.  It 
just doesn’t seem fair to us.  It is as though God has lowered His standards. 
 
The parable of the waiting father brings this home.  Here is the story of a younger son who 
dramatically insults his father and essentially wishes him dead: “Father, give me my share of 
the estate [now before you die]” (Luke 15:12).  In Jesus’ world a father might have killed a 
son for such an insult and have it deemed an honor killing.  If we see the story in its cultural 
setting we would see that most would have agreed with the older brother.  But Jesus points us 
to the “amazing grace” of the Father.  And what’s the point?  Those of us who “once were lost 
but now are found” are to be searchers for the lost that they, too, might be found.  The love 
and acceptance in the church is to be as scandalous as this Father’s love; as scandalous as 
Jesus’ love; and as scandalous as the cross.        Tim 
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  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:   Listening 
to Jesus’ Parables 
Fellowship Hall: Psalms of Ascent 
Teens: 2nd Corinthians 
College Class: TBA 
10:30a.m. Worship: Listening to 
Jesus’ Parables   
6:00p.m. Worship: Worship and 
Ministry  
Teens: Discussion  
)+�&-�(�
  7:00 p.m Ladies Prayer Group�
.�-,�&-�( : 
  9:45a.m. Ladies Bible Study-Out 
for the Summer 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium:  
Teens: 7 Habits of Effective Teens 
)/+0&-�( ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study: 
Out for the summer 
��-�0&���	 �����0	�1�
��2�3�4�	�
Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
-���!,&��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
#*,*&)�0�

Tim Kelley   
&��0�)�0( �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  for ages three through the sixth 
grade begins tomorrow evening!  Please pray for the children, 
teachers and helpers!  May the spirit of Christ ever be our teacher 
and guide!..BILL LONG, a homebound brother, passed away on 
Wednesday at the age of 90.  Please keep his dear wife 
AMELDA and the family in your prayers…The Blankenship’s 
neighbor, DON SMITH, with a return of cancer, has asked to be 
on our prayer list.   Matt Blankenship’s friend’s wife has ovarian 
cancer and is searching for more effective treatment…Judy 
Hanson’s sisters, JOAN and JANICE, and the RUSSELL’S are in 
difficult situations at this time…Mary Evalyn Middleton’s career 
missionary grandson, ERIC ALBRIGHT, is training a new team 
of computer workers for Wycliffe Bible Translators…Eight-year-
old SAMANTHA STONE, daughter of Mike Dunbar’s coworker, 
is a candidate for a liver transplant…AMY CAPERELLO had 
further cancer surgery; and TERI MOORE will have cancer 
treatments at Loma Linda this week…Karen Duval’s father, 
BILL KELLEY, continues to need prayers…Travelers are the 
BRADLEY’S and the WEAGLE’S who are in Tennessee and 
Colorado, respectively, until the middle of next week…JOYCE 
CRAWFORD is thankful to the Lord for your prayers and your 
expressions of kindness and concern for her…Our friend YUMI 
is studying very hard for her US citizenship examination at the 
end of July…RENE VISO needs our prayers as she hopes to 
avoid surgery for her injured ankle…Continue to pray for OUR 
ELDERS who take on many acts of service for our benefit, not 
the least of which is searching for an associate minister; and THE 
KELLEY FAMILY as they and many beloved brothers and 
sisters bear with the grief and pain of the Camarillo church. 
BRENT ROGERS had x-rays last week in anticipation of another 
"stone blasting" kidney treatment.  Pray that he won't have 
a fever...Beth Bradley's Durham school friend, CATHY LIU, was 
hit by a car while jogging.  She is in Neuro-ICU at UC Davis 
Hospital. 
“Turn to me and have mercy on me, 
 as you always do to those who love your name. 
  Direct my footsteps according to your word; 
 let no sin rule over me.” 
  Psalm 119:132-133 
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class  56     
Morning    99 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $ 3,781.10  
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7:00 AM           
  

;"3:�%��$���6���4��
�'�23	�&����3�
<&		�(�"4��
� 	�����4�5	���
9��
�4�"�4��
�=�
�
!"��#	52	����
�,"���
 ��
����3�4�	��
 
 
 
 

Helen Philips 


