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Sometimes (such as last week’s parable of the workers in the field) the parables of 
Jesus at least seem close to our own experiences and our culture.  Yet, there are 
others, as is the parable we hear this morning, that seem very distant: 

5 Then he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him 
at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 because a friend 
of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.’  
7 “Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, 
and my children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.” 8 I 
tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his 
friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up and give him as much 
as he needs...” (Luke 11:5-8) 

Of course, most of us have had late arriving guests and I suppose there have been 
times when they’ve arrived unannounced but really...did you knock on the door of 
your neighbor’s house at midnight in order to feed your company?” How is being 
thoughtlessly rude to your neighbor by banging on their door until they awaken and 
come to the door, a model for prayer?  If you bang on your neighbor’s door at 
midnight, there better by a fire close by or some real emergency—bread to feed 
unexpected company won’t cut it in our world! 
 
But that’s our world.  Jesus spoke to His world and it was a very different in many 
ways.  To help prepare us to listen to Jesus as those who first heard Him might listen, 
here’s some of the relevant differences: 

�� The world into which Jesus came was an honor and shame culture and actions 
produced either honor or shame, not just for individuals, but for families and 
villages.  Sadly, our world has largely forgotten how to be ashamed. 

�� Their world, in small villages, was communal in nature.  A guest in one home 
was an honored guest in the village.  To not show proper respect to a guest, 
shamed the whole village.  Today, our neighbors not only feel no obligation to 
help care for a guest in our home, most think good neighbors are those who 
mind their own business and don’t care to know about our guests (unless they 
are a celebrity—then forget privacy). 

�� Hospitality was a sacred obligation and always included meals (including a 
whole, uncut or unbroken loaf or loaves of bread).  In that world, “Come on in 
and help yourself to the fridge...” wouldn’t do at all (not simply because they 
didn’t have refrigerators).  

�� In a very hot world where travel was usually on foot, nighttime travel was 
common.  It was not as though the traveler could just whip out his cell phone 
at about 6PM, call, and say, “It looks like it will be midnight before I can get 
there.”  

�� Even though houses were usually one room and entire families slept together, 
it would have been unthinkable to turn your neighbor away at a moment of 
need, even if you had to wake the entire household. 

Now, we’re a little better prepared to listen to our Lord.   Tim 
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  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:   Listening 
to Jesus’ Parables 
Fellowship Hall: Psalms of Ascent 
Teens: 2nd Corinthians 
College Class: TBA 
10:30a.m. Worship: Listening to 
Jesus’ Parables   
6:00p.m. Worship: Worship and 
Ministry  
Teens: Discussion  
)+�&-�(�
  7:00 p.m Ladies Prayer Group�
.�-,�&-�( : 
  9:45a.m. Ladies Bible Study-Out 
for the Summer 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium:  
Teens: 7 Habits of Effective Teens 
)/+0&-�( ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study: 
Out for the summer 
��-�0&���	�����0	�1�
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Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
-���!,&��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
#*,*&)�0�

Tim Kelley   
&��0�)�0( �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
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WE GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD  that KAREN DUVAL is 
free at last from years of serious sinus problems!..LILlIE 
McGUIRE is feeling well and recuperating following total knee 
replacement surgery on the 19th…We are especially thankful for 
everyone who labored and toiled to provide our children and 
teens a Christ-centered, spirit-filled SIERRA BIBLE CAMP 
session last week.  The teachers, counselors, speakers and 
workers show our young people what it means to draw near to the 
LORD and to one another, creating memories that will last all 
their lives. 
 
Hear, O Israel:  The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  Love the 
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength.  These commandments that I give you 
today are to be upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  
Talk about them when you sit at home and when you lie down and 
when you get up.  Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind 
them on your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your 
houses and on your gates.   Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER   STEVE BOKULICH 
who flew to  Arkansas on Thursday and plans to drive back in 
two weeks…VIVA RHODES will leave Kentucky for Killeen, 
Texas tomorrow.  She plans to go to Phoenix on August 5 for a 
few days to help her brother JODY, CHRISTIE and HAROLD 
PRESSWOOD will be visiting North Carolina this coming 
week…AMY CAPERELLO is making an amazing recovery from 
cancer surgery and resuming her active life…GAYLORD 
DUVAL had a new pacemaker implanted on Thursday…Lyle 
Thompson’s 90-year-old uncle, LYLE NESSETH, fell due to 
problems with his back, and he spent a few days in the 
hospital…Your earnest prayers are needed for BRAD and 
SHAUNA FOWLER who will be here on August 17, looking 
into the work of associate minister.  Pray also for OUR ELDERS 
to devote themselves to prayer and seeking guidance from the 
LORD as the search continues. 
 
Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live 
a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as 
a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God…Submit to one another 
out of reverence for Christ.   Ephesians 5:1-2, 21 
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class   46 
Morning    74 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $ 2,458.11 
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S W AY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7:00 AM           
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Helen Philips 


