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Outside of the Bible, no book challenged me atctire of my being more than Dietrich
Bonhoeffer's,The Cost of Discipleshipln my youth, there were rather strong elements of
legalism that spoke a great deal about what | batbtto be saved, with far too little said
about what God had done to save me. Romans amdige were wonderfully liberating
books to read and | experienced the exhilaratiatisgfovering God’s grace. But did that
mean that there was nothing for me to do but eGjog's grace?

Below is a portion of Bonhoeffer’s book that gratlmee and wouldn'’t let me go. The
quotation begins with a rather sarcastic statemitite claim of what Bonhoeffer calls
“cheap grace.” He then further defines “cheap gtand then speaks of the “costly grace”
that Jesus offers when He summons us to follow H®.our Brother, Brad Fowler, speaks
to us about grace, | share these compelling waas Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Tim

Let the Christian rest content with his worldlinessl with this renunciation of any
higher standard than the world. He is living fog 8ake of the world rather than for the
sake of grace. Let him be comforted and rest adsarkis possession of this grace - fo
grace alone does everything. Instead of followimgi€, let the Christian enjoy the
consolations of his grace!

That is what we mean by cheap grace, the gracehveimmunts to the justification of
sin without the justification of the repentant snmvho departs from sin and from whon
sins departs.

Cheap grace is not the kind of forgiveness of diictvfrees us from the toils of sin.
Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselvespGirace is the preaching of
forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptisthaut church discipline, Communi
without confession, absolution without personalfession.

Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, gratkoui the cross, grace without
Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.

Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the fieddthe sake of it a man will gladly go
and sell all that he has. It is the pearl of gprate to buy which the merchant will sell
his goods. It is the kingly rule of Christ, for wdesake a man will pluck out the eye
which causes him to stumble, it is the call of 3eShrist at which the disciple leaves hi
nets and follows him.

Costly grace is the gospel which must be soughhagad again, the gift which must
the asked for, the door at which a man must knock.

Such grace is costly because it calls us to folland it is grace because it calls us
follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it c@sitsan his life, and it is grace because it
gives a man the only true life. It is costly be@iisondemns sin, and grace because i
justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly besalit cost God the life of his Son: “ye w
bought at a price, and what has cost God much tdencheap for us. Above all, it is
grace because God did not reckon his Son too dgacerto pay Costly grace is the
Incarnation of God.

Costly grace is the Incarnation of God.
- Dietrich BonhoefferThe Cost of Discipleship
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9:30a.m. Bible Classes

Auditorium: Listening

to Jesus’ Parables

Fellowship Hall: Psalms of Ascent

Teens:2" Corinthians

College Class: TBA

10:30a.m Worship: Listening to

Jesus’ Parables

6:00p.m. Worship: Worship and
Ministry
Teens: Discussion
)+ & (

7:00 p.m Ladies Prayer Group
o & ( :

9:45a.m. Ladies Bible Study-Out
for the Summer

7:00p.m Auditorium:
Teens: 7 Habits of Effective Teens
)+0&- (
10:30a.m. Women'’s Bible Study:
Out for the summer

- 0& 01 234
Larry Bradley —-Building and Grounc
Administration, WorshipTed Hansol
Education, Mission
Cy Weagle — Benevolence,
Edification/Involvement
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family
Edification/Involvement
- L&

Steve Bokulich

Harold Presswood
#**&) 0

Tim Kelley
& 0)0(
Christie Presswood
emailchicocofc@sbcglobal.net
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexicc

children
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WE GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD for the joyful, uplifting 2 + I+
time our women spent on Thursday with sisters irn<tht the YA " | (#3 .+

Paradise church...Lillie McGuire was able to be irrstip last
Sunday and is doing welll...We are very happy thatcBand
Shauna Fowler are with us this weekend! We alvpagyg that
the Lord will give us wisdom as we seek an assecidhister,
and that he will bring good to all. We are thamkéw everyone

who has contributed to the refurbishing of the sardim: Ted FOR THE RECORD

o ("4.1 05 #

and Judy Hanson for the paint work, Susan Kellay@an Fox Blble_CIass 43
for ordering and installing the new shutters. Moming 84
CONTRIBUTIONS

| sought the Lord, and he answered me; Regular: $1,928.50
he delivered me from all my fears.

Those who look to him are radiant; IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY
their faces are never covered with shame. KRVU-TV Channel 13

This poor man called, and the Lord heard him; Sunday 7:00 AM
he saved him out of all his troubles.

The angel of the Lord camps around those who femay h r
and he delivers them... U i)rel%ts

The Lord is close to the broken hearted

and he saves those who are crushed in spirit.”

Psalm 34:4-8, 1 539 51& 14 %

REMEMBER TO PRAY for Judy and Ted and all tiemilyof | & "1 4 2 ;423 "84 "5
Helen Philips who passed away last Sunday. A miatservice
is planned September 15...Mary Evalyn Middleton tnead a
viral ailment for over a week...Nancy Bradley is reenng oral
surgery...Nancy Henderson has back and health prablema
her mother is in constant pain. Her parents haaeym
struggles...Wendy Thompson'’s sinus polyps keep coming
back...The Kelley family’'s Matthew, Elisabeth and Ardmove:
to Austin, Texas where he will begin a new job torow. They
are buying a house...Jack and Kari Thomson have dekedr
prayers as she searches for a job and they loak for
house...Susan Kelley will be flying back to Dallastwrow, an
Bubby is expected to return home from an extendeérsure
with the Crane brothers...KOJIMA PRAYER NEEDS: Our
Kojima mission team met to pray for the Lord’s qande about
going to Japan next summer, and for our friendsethvdo need
him. Brent Rogers is hiring a new English teadbethe schoo
Sandy is visiting their daughter and her familyAnkansas bore
returning to Kojima...Family camp is coming up Laliay
weekend and there is much to be done to prepare.
Praise God for continually supplying everything mesd!




