"# $%

— &("&)$ *%+"
" - %. - "% # 0+
&&#12 3# &
For many generations of members of churches ofs€iBi W. Johnson’sThe &456 2

People’s New Testam«wasthe source for commentary. Below is part of Johnsor
introduction to Romans. Tim

The depth of thought, logical reasoning, and protbaomprehension of the divine
government shown in this Epistle have always beeagnized. Luther says, “It is thg
chief part of the New Testament.” Meyer, that ittlee grandest, boldest, most
complete composition of Paul.” Godet terms it “ta¢hedral of the Christian faith.”
That it should be what Coleridge says, “the mostqund work in existence,” is not
wonderful when we bear in mind that it was writtgnthe greatest of the apostles, i
the full vigor of his manhood, at the height of Adivity, and addressed to the churg
of the great imperial city which was the centemffuence and power for the whole
world. In this mighty capital, under the shadowtte palace of the Caesars, in someg
unknown way, a congregation of believers had begieged. It is certain that long
before any apostle had set foot in Italy, churdies been formed in Puteoli and in
Rome. Possibly the “strangers of Rome,” who listeto Peter on the day of
Pentecost, had carried back the Gospel, and hatktbthe nucleus; but it is probabl
that the constant influx of strangers from all por$ of the empire had carried manyj
of the converts made around the Eastern Meditearateethe great political center of
the world. The greetings of the last chapter of #pistle show that Paul had many
acquaintances among the number, and the namegace@ply that most of them
were Greeks. Indeed, while there was a Jewish eleim¢he church, it can hardly be
doubted that the majority of the believers wer&ehtile origin...

Theoccasionof writing was the desire of the apostle to lainathe great city, a desire
which had thus far been hindered, and the oppdytwas furnished by the departurg
of Phoebe from Corinth to Rome. Still firm in higrpose to see and preach in Rom
a letter to the church would tend to prepare thg va they had never been visited
an apostle, and as at that time there was no Netament in existence to which the
could go for instruction, it is not strange thatrénshould be an imperfect
comprehension, on the part of many, of great gpiesiof Christian doctrine, and
there was doubtless need that the relations oabelGentile, and of the Law and th
Gospel, should be set forth with all possible aleas. The great theme of the Epistl
is set forth in chap 1:16-17 “The Gospel is the Boof God unto Salvation to every
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and alsth&oGreek.” The great doctrine is that
salvation is not through the Law by works of thevi_-&ut through the Gospel
accepted by Faith. The righteousness of God, ¢fimedusness which brings
justification in the sight of God, does not comanfrlegal waks, but comes from G¢
who gives this righteousness to those who belipamand accept his Son. This gre
doctrinal theme is discussed with many illustragiand in various phases through
chapters 1-11, and in chapters 12-14the apostiepds exhortations and practical
applications, while the sixteenth and last chaptedevoted to salutations of various
saints in Rome known to the apostle.
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WE GIVE THANKS FOR good
eyesight and the success last week of cataractrsesgon
Earnestine Davis, Gaylord Duval and Garnet Blankgnsand
for Aiden Kelley’'s successful eyelid repair!

PLEASE PRAY FOR Lewis McGuire who has been sick with
bronchitis...Aiden Kelley is recovering from a dodehiand his
parents, Matt and Elisabeth, also need our pray¥isga.
Rhodes’ brother Jody Quarels received a canpagery stint las
week and will have a second this week to restavedflow. Sh
is going to Phoenix on Wednesday to be with him.evSt
Bokulich left for Nebraska on Thursday and will teck today,
he and Ann will be leaving for Arkansas and Okalabmn
Tuesday and will be gone 17 days...Martha Teagueisng to
Tallahassee, Florida from Denver and plans to dov€hico
with a friend on the Z5to collect stored belongings...Teri Mo
now has a brain tumor and needs prayers for efetteatment.
Medical opinions differ as to how to proceed...SuatBahas to
see her cardiologist on Tuesday for tests befonsidering
another knee replacement... Pauline Porter has a ¢ohdoe,
Zachariah and Elijah Baer’s grandpa, Wally, is mde Hospital
with heart and breathing problems...The Kehm'’s argingpto
Colorado Springs. Rob is leaving right away taetakob, while
Kristi and the children stay to sell their housdease pray for
them and their families and this big change inrtlieés...The
Shephed’s little charge, Kenny, was taken from daycdiegally
on Wednesday and they are trying to find him...Cardito pray
for Judy Hanson and her family, especially heresssfoan and
Janice, as they support and comfort one anothieitoss of
their mother Helen Philips...Our elders are seelimgltord and
his wisdom as they decide between two evangebstgotk with
us.

Prayer request: In Arkansas Ann Bokulich was involved in
making quilts with ladies from the church of Chitigr and Stev
attended there. These quilts were then sent tahNEanton
Christian Care Center for the children. A lady winrked for
the care center fell from a ladder and was killéel: relatives ar
suing the care center for $24,000.00 . China Missieeds to
raise these funds. The ladies at the Arkansas ktaee asked
us to prayboldy that God will turn this to good for His work.
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