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For many generations of members of churches of Christ, B. W. Johnson’s, The 
People’s New Testament was the source for commentary.  Below is part of Johnson’s 
introduction to Romans.  Tim 
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The depth of thought, logical reasoning, and profound comprehension of the divine 
government shown in this Epistle have always been recognized. Luther says, “It is the 
chief part of the New Testament.” Meyer, that it is “the grandest, boldest, most 
complete composition of Paul.” Godet terms it “the cathedral of the Christian faith.” 
That it should be what Coleridge says, “the most profound work in existence,” is not 
wonderful when we bear in mind that it was written by the greatest of the apostles, in 
the full vigor of his manhood, at the height of his activity, and addressed to the church 
of the great imperial city which was the center of influence and power for the whole 
world. In this mighty capital, under the shadow of the palace of the Cæsars, in some 
unknown way, a congregation of believers had been gathered. It is certain that long 
before any apostle had set foot in Italy, churches had been formed in Puteoli and in 
Rome.  Possibly the “strangers of Rome,” who listened to Peter on the day of 
Pentecost, had carried back the Gospel, and had formed the nucleus; but it is probable 
that the constant influx of strangers from all portions of the empire had carried many 
of the converts made around the Eastern Mediterranean to the great political center of 
the world. The greetings of the last chapter of this Epistle show that Paul had many 
acquaintances among the number, and the names seem to imply that most of them 
were Greeks. Indeed, while there was a Jewish element in the church, it can hardly be 
doubted that the majority of the believers were of Gentile origin… 
The occasion of writing was the desire of the apostle to labor in the great city, a desire 
which had thus far been hindered, and the opportunity was furnished by the departure 
of Phoebe from Corinth to Rome. Still firm in his purpose to see and preach in Rome, 
a letter to the church would tend to prepare the way. As they had never been visited by 
an apostle, and as at that time there was no New Testament in existence to which they 
could go for instruction, it is not strange that there should be an imperfect 
comprehension, on the part of many, of great principles of Christian doctrine, and 
there was doubtless need that the relations of Jew and Gentile, and of the Law and the 
Gospel, should be set forth with all possible clearness. The great theme of the Epistle 
is set forth in chap 1:16-17 “The Gospel is the Power of God unto Salvation to every 
one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” The great doctrine is that 
salvation is not through the Law by works of the Law, but through the Gospel 
accepted by Faith. The righteousness of God, the righteousness which brings 
justification in the sight of God, does not come from legal works, but comes from God 
who gives this righteousness to those who believe upon and accept his Son. This great 
doctrinal theme is discussed with many illustrations and in various phases through 
chapters 1-11, and in chapters 12-14the apostle passes to exhortations and practical 
applications, while the sixteenth and last chapters is devoted to salutations of various 
saints in Rome known to the apostle. 
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  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:  It’s Still 
Good News! 
Teens: Galatians and Philippians 
College Class: When God Writes 
Your Love Story 
 10:30a.m. Worship: It’s Still Good 
News!   
6:00p:Worship: Worship and 
Ministry  
Teens: Discussion  
�4�&6�2�
 7:00p Ladies Prayer Group - 

Oakmont�
7�65�&6�2 : 
  9:45a Ladies Bible Study. 1St 
Corinthians 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium:  
Teens: 24/7 Experience 
�849&6�2 ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study:  
To start  Sept 13. 
��6�9&��%	���-�9	�)�
��*� �$�	�
Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
6���/5&��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
#353&��9�

Tim Kelley   
&��9���92 �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
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WE GIVE THANKS FOR  good 
eyesight and the success last week of cataract surgeries on 
Earnestine Davis, Gaylord Duval and Garnet Blankenship…and 
for Aiden Kelley’s successful eyelid repair! 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR Lewis McGuire who has been sick with 
bronchitis…Aiden Kelley is recovering from a dog bite, and his 
parents, Matt and Elisabeth, also need our prayers…Viva 
Rhodes’ brother Jody Quarels received a coronary artery stint last 
week and will have a second this week to restore blood flow.  She 
is going to Phoenix on Wednesday to be with him… Steve 
Bokulich left for Nebraska on Thursday and will be back today, 
he and Ann will be leaving for Arkansas and Okalahoma on 
Tuesday and will be gone 17 days…Martha Teague is moving to 
Tallahassee, Florida from Denver and plans to drive to Chico 
with a friend on the 25th to collect stored belongings…Teri Moore 
now has a brain tumor and needs prayers for effective treatment.  
Medical opinions differ as to how to proceed…Sue Baxter has to 
see her cardiologist on Tuesday for tests before considering 
another knee replacement… Pauline Porter has a cold…Chloe, 
Zachariah and Elijah Baer’s grandpa, Wally, is in Enloe Hospital 
with heart and breathing problems…The Kehm’s are moving to 
Colorado Springs.  Rob is leaving right away to take a job, while 
Kristi and the children stay to sell their house.  Please pray for 
them and their families and this big change in their lives…The 
Shepherd’s little charge, Kenny, was taken from daycare illegally 
on Wednesday and they are trying to find him…Continue to pray 
for Judy Hanson and her family, especially her sisters Joan and 
Janice, as they support and comfort one another in the loss of 
their mother Helen Philips…Our elders are seeking the Lord and 
his wisdom as they decide between two evangelists to work with 
us. 
 
Prayer request: In Arkansas Ann Bokulich was involved in 
making quilts with ladies from the church of Christ her and Steve 
attended there. These quilts were then sent to  North Canton 
Christian Care Center for the children.  A lady who worked for 
the care center fell from a ladder and was killed. Her relatives are 
suing the care center for $24,000.00 . China Mission needs to 
raise these funds. The ladies at the Arkansas church have asked 
us to pray boldy that God will turn this to good for His work.  
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class  63 
Morning    95 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $ 4,662.46 
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7:00 AM           
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