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Still, the most famous sermon ever preached on American soil was preached in 1741 
in Enfield (what would later become), Connecticut by the famous Puritan preacher, 
Jonathan Edwards.  The sermon was titled, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.”  
The sermon was actually delivered several times by Edwards and was instrumental in 
what we now call “The Great Awakening,” which was a revival that swept through 
Colonial America and changed the nature of the country for many years.  When 
Edwards preached the sermon in Enfield he was unable to finish it because of the 
weeping, crying, and praying that swept through the congregation. 
 
In the middle of the now famous 1949 Los Angeles Crusade, a young evangelist from 
Minnesota, named Billy Graham, chose to re-preach Edward’s famous sermon.  That 
crusade launched an Evangelical resurgence in this country and propelled the 
preaching career of Billy Graham.  We are still feeling the effects of that meeting and 
that sermon as we look around to see all the large community churches and the 
movement toward evangelicalism in many older denominations. 
 
And yet, this sermon has also become part of the ammunition used to caricature the 
Puritans as being, well, puritanical.  They are now routinely depicted as somber, sour, 
intolerant, witch-burning, scarlet letter bigots who lived in fear of an angry God.  Few, 
who depict the Puritans in this way have actually read much of Puritan writings and 
few who cite this sermon have read beyond the title.  And even in the Evangelical 
churches who trace their roots through that 1949 crusade, sermons on the wrath of 
God are rare. 
 
My point in mentioning this is certainly not to endorse the strict Calvinist doctrine 
underlying Edward’s sermon and to a lesser degree Billy Graham’s preaching.  Nor is 
it to whitewash some of the cruel excesses of the Puritans (although we would do well 
to recover a good bit of their passion about the beauty and sovereignty of God).  It is 
rather to point out that there was once a real place in Christian preaching for the 
judgment and wrath of God.  Edwards understood that it is only when we are 
convicted of sin that we will seek the grace and forgiveness God offers in Jesus’ 
death, burial, and resurrection. 
 
That’s not just Edwards’ conviction, nor mine.  It is, as we shall see this morning, 
what Paul knew was vital to say before he could speak of grace.  So, how does Paul 
begin his argument?  With these words:  “The wrath of God is being revealed from 
heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by 
their wickedness…” (Romans 1:18).  Paul, who knew God’s love and acceptance of 
sinners, starts not with God’s gift of gracious love, but with our desperate need of it.  
We are sinners in the hands of an angry God and only in those hands will we find 
grace (the point of Edwards’ sermon)! Tim 
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  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:  It’s Still 
Good News! 
Teens: Galatians and Philippians 
College Class: When God Writes 
Your Love Story 
 10:30a.m. Worship: It’s Still Good 
News!   
6:00p:Worship: Worship and 
Ministry  
Teens: Discussion  
�4�&6�2�
 7:00p Ladies Prayer Group - 

Oakmont�
7�65�&6�2 : 
  9:45a Ladies Bible Study. 1St 
Corinthians 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium:  
Teens: 24/7 Experience 
�849&6�2 ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study:  
To start  Sept 13. 
��6�9&��%	���,�9	�)�
��*� �$�	�
Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
6���.5&��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
#353&��9�

Tim Kelley   
&��9���92 �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
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WE GIVE THANKS  that Nancy Bradley is feeling better 
and better…Our Japanese friends and former CSUC 
students, Takuya Kawano and Masako Kobayashi, were 
married in August… 
 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE NEEDED for Mary Evalyn 
Middleton’s niece, Claudia, and Earnestine Davis’ niece, 
Laura, who both have breast cancer…Gaylord Duval’s 
doctor is trying to locate the cause of his blood 
disorder…Nancy Bradley’s friend’s eight-year-old 
daughter, Natalie Brown, finished radiation for a brain 
tumor and needs chemo therapy, but she needs to stop 
losing weight…Among the injured and ailing are Oleta 
Curtis, Sue Baxter, Jean Sowell, Edith Groff, Claudeen 
Redman’s mother, Joyce Crawford, Dana Shepherd, 
Christie Presswood, and Shirley Weagle who’s 
better…Roxanne Kelley had her first acupuncture treatment 
for a painful growth in her foot…Zachy Baer is scheduled 
for surgery tomorrow morning…Travelers:  Adam Davis to 
Bremerton, WA to visit his baby niece and nephew; the 
Bokulich’s in Arkansas; Viva Rhodes in Phoneix and 
Kentucky; the Hendersons in Utah…Pray for he family of 
long-time Orland church member and faithful servant of 
Christ, Viola Williams, who passed away last week…Brent 
Rogers of Kojima, Japan, asked us to pray for their English 
school as new teachers come and another leaves; and for his 
doctors who are trying to come up with a plan for treating 
his kidney problems.   We might also ask the Lord to do for 
Brent and Sandy what is most needed…and always pray for 
Brad and Shauna Fowler who are coming to work with us 
beginning in January. 
 
Your statutes are my heritage forever; 
    they are the joy of my heart. 
My heart is set on keeping your decrees 
   to the very end.  Psalm 119:111-112 
 
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue 
to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in 
the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness.  Colossians 2:6-7 
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class  57 
Morning    72 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $ 2,165.75 
 
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7:00 AM           
 �
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