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I've noticed for a long time that most of us are teroes of our own stories. We tel
our stories (usually to ourselves) in such a way te are constantly in the right. If
you've ever done marriage counseling and listendtlé complaints of the wife and
then the husband you might have wondered if thajyréved in the same house.
Think about popular songs over your lifetime anckena list of the “you done me
wrong” songs and then make a list of the “I done wwong” songs. My guess is tha
the two lists would be very uneven—probably abdutd 1 in favor of the ever-
popular, “You done me wrong.”

Most of us think we’re pretty ok. Back in the “8Ghere was a very popular pop-
psychology book entitled “I'm Ok-You're Ok.” A ladf us agreed with half of the
title. Actually there were many helpful insightsthe book but it tended to foster a
self-esteem movement that had little place for-selicism—ijust feel good about
yourself.

Yet Paul spent nearly two chapters in the openfrigsoletter to the Romans to try to
convince us that we are not ok! If you're a Gentjou are without excuse and are
part of a fallen culture against which the wratlGafd is revealed. You are not ok. |
you're a Jew—congratulations! You've had wonddyfprofound advantages in
having the covenant law of God. But you didn’'t xélee law you had and because (
that you, too, are not ok. In fact, “all have sdrand fall short of the glory of God.”
(Romans 3:23) No one is ok!

How do we get ok? Not how do we feel ok but hownekoget ok? Not how do we
get right with our family, friends, and neighbdosit how do we get right with our
Creator? The answers given have often been alenlijnes of do more good than |
so that the scales of justice tip in your favothat end. That might work if God
graded on the curve but if the standard we mustreaGod’s holiness, we're not
going to be ok, regardless of how heavily the scafein our direction.

Hopeless? Yes!—if it depends on us. We can pmrmway to “okaydom.” But
Paul is writing about good news. That good newhkas God provided the way and i
comes as an underserved gift out of a love so deegannot comprehend it: “[We]
are justified freely by his grace through the reggam that came by Christ Jesus. (
presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, thréaighin his blood.” (Romans 3:24-
25) There’s a lot there to “unpack” but the simipi¢h is that Jesus died in our plac
to make us ok—in fact, far better than ok! We atteat incredible gift through
faith. Folks, that's GOOD NEWS! Maybe the bodletshould be, “God Made Me
Ok—Are You Ok?
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9:30a.m. Bible Classes
Auditorium: It’s Still
Good News!
Teens:Galatians and Philippians
College ClassWhen God Writes
Your Love Story
10:30a.m Worship: It's Still Good
News!
6:00p:Worship: Worship and
Ministry
Teens: Discussion
3&51
7:00p Ladies Prayer Group -
Oakmont
654851 :
9:45a Ladies Bible Study. T
Corinthians
7:00p.m Auditorium:
Teens: 24/7 Experience
738&5 1
10:30a.m. Women'’s Bible Study:
To start Sept 13.
58& % ,89 * $
Larry Bradley -Building and Grounc
Administration, WorshipTed Hansol
Education, Mission
Cy Weagle — Benevolence,
Edification/Involvement
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family
Edification/Involvement
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Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico
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Sue Baxter as she endures the
pain and “cabin fever” awaiting knee surgery on28¥...Paul
Halstead's sister informed us that he has lungerand eri
Moore is not doing well...Joyce Crawford’s doctor e her t
stay at home for two more weeks and continue
antibiotics...Earnestine Davis’ niece, Renee Bis$elg an
aggressive form of breast cancer...Gaylord Duval sék his
hematologist on Thursday...Oleta Curtis’ foot is dewlfrom a
fall, and she is unable to wear shoes...Francis kigis going t
Yosemite on Monday to spend several days with aigtter,
Debbie...Viva Rhodes is in Louisville, KY for a fevays and
may go to Atlanta before returning home. Her beotlody
Quarles will have another heart procedure on Wethes The
Weagles are with La Donna’s family this weekend ailtigo to
Kona, Hawaii for Cy’s participation in the annuednt Man
event. Please pray for the Kehm family as theyeutiadte
moving Colorado...

LETTER FROM BRENT ROGERS: Dear friends, The news
Is that my surgery is scheduled for October 22.| Isove longer
to dread it. But it will not be as bad as expectéthe doctor) is
not planning any big muscle cutting. Just probirtly cameras,
etc., from above and below...He does not expect nge tan
dialysis TOSEKI. (We don’t know what “toseki” me&nsSo
that is a big relief. We were disappointed thatlefiykidney
seems to be lost...The doc said yesterday that tisdittle
chance of the left kidney ever functioning agaidhen | say
“Thank you” for praying for me, it seems like stilé...“Thank
you very muh”...does not express what | want to say, either.
Please know that we really appreciate it.

WE GIVE THANKS Zachariah Baer recovered practically
overnight from his operation!...Steve and Ann Bokilare
home from Arkansas!...Mary Evalyn Middleton’s granddater
Mary Beth Reynolds, who graduated in the springois
employed with Social Services...The Blankenshipseaijeying
a visit from number two son, Doug, and will socavil to
Spokane to visit their youngest, Matt.

Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offés God a
sacrifice of prais—the fruit of lips that confess his name. Al
do not forget to do good and to share with othefs, with such
sacrifices God is pleasec
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FOR THE RECORD
Bible Class 48
Morning 74
CONTRIBUTIONS
Regular: $2,261.00

IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY
KRVU-TV Channel 13
Sunday 7: 00 AM
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