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Every other week Roxanne and | get two bulletiosfia congregation where we worked fo| &456 2

four years, early in our ministry life. We opete thulletins to see if there is some report a
those dear folks we knew who are still there. htizn those bulletins because on the bac
an increasingly large section on “What Must | D@8 Saved?” For years it had what we
have called the five steps to salvation; hearglvelirepent, confess, and be baptized. Ovd
the last few years the list has more than doubiddrigth. It is as though someone said, *
we also need to...” and that duty was added to #te li

The history of the five steps of salvation is ateiasting one that takes us back to one of t
most dynamic leaders of the early Restoration Mam@mNalter Scott. Scott wanted to
summarize Acts 2:38 in a way that could be easiyeustood and memorized (“Repent ang
be baptized, every one of you, in the name of JEsuist for the forgiveness of your sins.
And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”Assuming that belief in Peter's message |
caused the people listening to his Pentecost seasiari'What shall we do?” Scott’s
summary was, “faith, repentance, baptism, remissfains, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
When he came to a town he would gather all thelodil he could find; have them hold up
their left hands; and starting with their thumbs amoving toward their pinkies he would go
through the list. He would then send them offiteit parents to tell them that he would be
preaching that Gospel that night at the schoolhansebe sure to tell them about “the fait
their hands.”

Somewhere along the line the list changed. Reamnissi sins and gift of the Holy Spirit
dropped out and were replaced by “hear” and “canfebnfortunately, the nature of the list
also changed. It became more, what one critiedath kitchen stegtool” view of salvatiot
where we climb up to salvation step by step. Mkileat this characterization might be too
harsh but it very often sounded that way. | rememnabPepperdine Lectureship at the old
L.A. campus when | was an undergraduate, whereslaged to lead singing for a lecture.
have no memory of the name of the speaker but vdatid was indelibly imprinted on my
memory. Trying to impress upon us the importarfdeaptism, he likened salvation to a fla
at the top of a pole we must climb in order to dgéetvould do no good to climb up just four
fifths of the way, he thundered, we had to climballghe way (be baptized). | didn’t know
much but | knew that wasn’t the Gospel of graceVve@ that understanding, however, it's n
wonder then that a church bulletin tells us thdtdaeally saved, we have to keep on
climbing.

How different from that is our text this morning,Herefore, since we have been justified
through fath, we have peace with God through our Lord J&usst, through whom we ha
gained access by faith into this grace in whicmae stand” (Romans 5:2a). Here, the li¢
is down to one! We are justified through faith..ipdt We have rightly seen that this has
been abused and have rightly countered with Jaassgrtion that “faith without works is
dead” (James 2:17). But for neither Paul nor Jaanesve justified by faith plus works.
Instead, for botha living faith produces works. Salvation is ndtaa at the top of a high
flagpole. Itis God’'s Son nailed to a cross arahthaised from the dead. He brings salvati
as God’s gift freely down to all who put their coete trust in Him. To really accept that i
to be really grateful and really grateful peoplaliyework. Tim
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Joyce Crawford who still isn’t
feeling well...Edith Groff will be moving to an astd living
facility this week. Her daughter, Tamara who haed for her
for three years, needs our prayers for this diffizansition... ) I*
Lola Mae Empson Larry Bradley’s aunt is 95 yrs aiul

suffering from infection...Darleen (the Pollard’s fesbaby) - $ :
may be going back to her mother soon, so pleagefprahem & ("5 *%+ - & (
all...Evelyn Johnson is trying to get three of hargtsons "57%% ( + :
together with the rest of the family in a rentedi$®...Jack +

Thomson'’s close friend, Craig McCarthy, passed aseaeral i |

days ago of a brain tumor. Remember his wife Makdaudee! '
Redman’s mother is in a great deal of pain follgpénbone

biopsy. Her dad had surgery for numerous skin FOR THE RECORD
cancers...Roxanne Kelley feels the neuroma in her foo Bible Class 55

enlarging, and she will have acupuncture weeklge Kelley's Morning 81

dear friend, Scott Niemann, a diabetic, is in thegital with a CONTRIBUTIONS

bone infection in his only foot and may lose hisgo.Sue Regular: $2,533.28

Earhart was hospitalized last week in the Behaliidealth unit

of Enloe Hospital and is now homeChristine Russell is IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY

currently serving a 60-day sentence in the couaity Stephanie )

is prayerfully searching for a rehabilitation fagilof the Lord's gsr:ﬁja T;/_ ggaxl'\qel 13
choice. Upon acceptance of Christine's application, strele y
released to that facility...Bobbie Svihus, Judy ifison’s friend,
would like for us to pray for her friend, Judy Jhavhas throat
cancer and can't speak... Cy Weagle is participdtirthe
Ironman this weekene...KOJIMA MISSION: Kyoko, a teac
at the English school, has a daughter Kaori, i sighool, who
is having personal problems. Judy Hanson’s Bibldent, Mi-
chan, is studying the gospel of John verse by weieBrent.
Christine Russell is currently serving a 60-dayteece in the
county jail. Stephanie is prayerfully searchingdo
rehabilitation facility ofthe Lord's choice.Upon acceptance

of Christine's application, she can be releasedabfacility...

CONGRATULATIONS: To Michael York who was awarde« 5 *0%+
medals in the Special Olympics! $ = $#
One thing_ | _ask of the Lord, < + >4 $
this is what | seek: o onl %0
that | may dwell in the house of the Lord % %! % $

all the days of my life,
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord
and to seek him in his temple.
For in the day of troub
he will keep me safe in his dwelling;
he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle
and set me high upon a rodksalm 27:4-5




