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But where sin increased, grace increased all theemso that, just as sin reigned in
death, so also grace might reign through righte@ssnto bring eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 5:20-21)

Those are simply wonderful words!! Yet, as wordleas they are, they have
the potential to be horribly misunderstood. Thelshdea of grace can sound very
dangerous to folks. You can almost hear the obje@s you read Romans. Paul di
hear them and heard them often. Sometimes they led and sometimes they wer
violent. He was hardly surprised by these objecteven when they were violent.
After all, Paul had once been a violent objectahGospel, himself! Now, as and
ambassador of the good news he once opposed, &lesspieGod’s grace and he
knows the objectors are lining up on either sidéhefnarrow path he is mapping out

For some, the idea of grace sounded like an assadihe law. “Surely,” they
thought, “a person must do something to deservedhation of God. Men must be
circumcised and all must follow the law, isn’'t thdty God gave it?” That was one
side of the narrow path Paul was on. He found &ifa odds with many Christians
who were firmly convinced that this doctrine of ggavas a dangerous heresy.

There was another danger on the other side gfdtte In this danger the
doctrine of grace was joyously embraced. “Godlyrémgives sin! What news could
be better! Paul has just said, ‘The more sinntbee grace.” God’s grace is shown
for what it is by sin. Great! Let's keep on simpiso God can be gracious.” We
know that such a misunderstanding of grace waslges®aul’s letters to Corinth
suggest that some had followed that lead. Usiaglbgan, “All things are lawful,”
some had pursued immoral life-styles that inclutliggs to the local brothels. They
seemed to have thought that they were alreadyfigidi@nd didn’'t need to worry
about morality.

On the other hand there were probably a lot opfgewho leaned toward the
first camp who said, “Paul, don’t you see whers tloctrine of grace leads? If you
tell people that the law has no value toward saunahey will ignore its ethical
demands. We’'ll end up with a bunch of Cretans gfe&rom Crete actually did have
a bad reputation—Titus 1:12). If people don't falithe law to be saved they won't
follow the law at all. Surely God didn’t give usethaw so that one day we could
ignore it!” Such was an attack that Paul must Haged both in the synagogues and
the churches. Indeed, we have seen both sidéssaidrrow path throughout the
centuries of Christian thought and in many debaiésn our own tradition.

In our text this morning, Paul answers the objecémd he does so by
reminding them that something profound happenedwiney were baptized.
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9:30a.m. Bible Classes
Auditorium: It’s Still
Good News!
Teens:Galatians and Philippians
College ClassWhen God Writes
Your Love Story
10:30a.m Worship: It's Still Good
News!
6:00p:Worship: Worship and
Ministry
Teens: Discussion
3&51
7:00p Ladies Prayer Group -
Oakmont
654851 :
9:45a Ladies Bible Study. T
Corinthians
7:00p.m Auditorium:
Teens: 24/7 Experience
738&5 1
10:30a.m. Women'’s Bible Study:
To start Sept 13.
58& % 89 * §
Larry Bradley -Building and Grounc
Administration, WorshipTed Hansol
Education, Mission
Cy Weagle — Benevolence,
Edification/Involvement
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family
Edification/Involvement
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Steve Bokulich
Harold Presswood
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Tim Kelley
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Christie Presswood
emailchicocofc@sbcglobal.net
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Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico
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Brad and Shauna Fowler and
there children (our new associate minister anavfis) will be here
on Nov. 10 — Nov 12 to visit and see about houdtgd and
Shauna found out they were pregnant last montisduiyy Shauna
had a miscarriage...Edith Groff moved to Prestiegsisied Care
facility on Thursday, and we pray that she willdmatented and
receive the kind of care she needs...Don Batie’s, &w#
Billingsly pass away October 9 in Oregon. She feaserly a
member of the Paradise congregation...Sue Baxtehailé knee
surgery on Tuesday at Enloe Outpatient Center. ddaghter,
Connie, will be here to take care of her...Paulingdtas having
trouble with her back...Roxanne Kelley's foot is “gtér” as she
continues acupuncture. She has ordered an imsdref shoe, and
we need to pray it comes quickly. Their friendp®B&iemann, ha
all his toes removed on Thursday. Both RoxanneSuudt are
trusting the Lord and determined to be positive..a/Rhodes is
still in Kentucky with her friends, the Winburnselping them
resettle closer to Louisville...Dana Shepherd and &yen
Thompson are meeting to plan a Ladies’ Day for &atyr ...Beth
Bradley will be going to Africa for her job and pkato visit Egypt
for a five days before coming home for ThanksgivifRyay for he
safety...Judy Thomson’s neighbor, Suzanne, needemm&yr her
eyesight and cancer follow-up with a local doctor.emily
Thompson'’s sinus malady is only relieved by talgteyoids,
otherwise, she feels like she has the flu all ilme t..Erin Steinert’
friend, Kristin, will be delivering her second ahihny minute and
needs prayers for a safe deliver and healthy babgjima Missior
News: Brent Rogers is trying to decide on a forfor the Spring
Bible Seminar. Dear brother and sister Obatalv@ltoming from
Tokyo to help.

WE GIVE THANKS for the beautiful new banner and Dana
Shepherd who made it!...The Wednesday Ladies’ Bilalsscis
enjoying Francis Herring as their new teachefbyce Crawford i
feeling better and was able to be in Bible classweek...The
Weagle’'s are home safely from Hawaii...Erin Steinegngaged
to be married and is very thankful to the Lordligg timing in thei
lives. With many decisions to make and plannimgeach
wedding, pray that the Lord will guide her and ghex wisdom.

But if...you seek the Lord your God, you will finthhi you look
for him with all your heart and with all your souDeuteronomy
4:29
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FOR THE RECORD
Bible Class 51
Morning 82
CONTRIBUTIONS
Regular: $2,789.24

IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY
KRVU-TV Channel 13
Sunday 7: 00 AM
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