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Free At Last! &&#0 1 2# &
Freedom is one of those magical words that stijsstdo hear it. Drawing on the words of| &345 1

an old spiritual that was written during the awdldvery years of our country, Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. came to the climax of the mostrstg speech I've ever heard (now called
“l Have a Dream” speech). King looked toward aifatwhere the goals of the civil rights
movement he was leading were realized. He knethihdike Moses, wouldn'’t reach that
“Promised Land” but he saw it from afar. What hevsvas a future where the words of thg
Spiritual would come to pass. And what were thoeeds?

“Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty are free at last!”

As | read the text of that speech again, | coulat e my mind the now stilled voice of Dr.
King ringing those words of freedom out and | gaitldoumps all over again. “Freedom” i
powerful, powerful word that touches something daeg profound within us.

Yet, it often means little more in today’s cultdh&in having no obligations or restraints. It
means, among many, just doing what we want. Wdéla®isney’s Pinocchio, who sang
with glee:

I've got no strings to hold me down
To make me fret, or make me frown
| had strings but now I'm free
There are no strings on me

...I've got no strings so | have fun
I'm not tied up to anyone

They've got strings but you can see
There are no strings on me

In Kris Kristofferson’s popular 70’s song, “Me aBdbbie McGee,” the same view of
freedom is expressed: “Freedom’s just another @rdothin’ left to lose...”

That's not what Dr. King meant as he used that Wwdkrtfreedom’s just another word for
nothing less to lose” then | don't get chill bumpa-ittle nausea, but no chill bumps.
Fortunately, that's also not what Paul meant bgdmm. In fact, Paul knew that true freec
cannot mean being cut loose from all attachmerts{rings). hat kind of freedom is a ve
deceptive illusion. It turns out to be the worshtage of all. Listen to how Paul describeq
our freedom: “But thanks be to God that, though yeed to be slaves to sin, you
wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to wlyich were entrusted. You have been s
free from sin and have become slaves to righte@sshéRomans 6:17-18)

Here’s the paradoxical truth. True freedom isindtaving no strings. Instead, it is in bein
tied to the right Master. Knowing Jesus as ourtkftas the kind of freedom that gives us
more than chill bumps—it gives us life! Paul exgl®that in our text this morning.
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Firefighters ad victims of the
fires during this especially dry season...Lyle Thoompand
Dana Shepherd took ten young people to the Martvioezh
Rally and will be driving home today. Lyle’s sigt®ebbie,
IS trying to locate care facilities for their Undlgle and Aunt
Johnnie who have different health problems...Brad and
Shawna Fowler are coming to Chico on November 16dk
for housing...Steve and Ann Bokulich are in his hcomet of
Powhatan, Ohio...Edith Groff is adjusting fairly wdl
Prestige Assisted Living...Gaylord Duval’s blood cbim
going up, but he has to stop all blood-related cetthns.
Karen arrived home from Texas on Thursday. Her Bdd
Kelley is her very ill and unresponsive...Viva Rhodes
going to Phoenix to be with her brother Jody whe &aumor
in his chest...Elda Avery is recovering from dental
surgery...Sue Baxter's feels like her knee surgery wa
successful... Joyce Crawford’s daughter Myra is soleetl
for more dental surgery and her friend Homer Webinf
Moutain View had to have surgery for intestinallgems
please pray for him and his wife...Scott Niemann'giph
foot amputation went well; the bones and circulatoe
good...Oakmont residents in the hospital: Ken, haangery
John, a broken leg; Gladys, blood pressure probleise
Kelley's friend, Michael Casey, professor at Pedper
University, passed away from cancer. Let’'s keeplan
family in our prayers.

WE GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD for answered
prayers! Our loved ones and Pepperdine Univehsite
been spared from the raging fires sweeping Southern
California...Nancy and David Henderson are safely @om
from an extended trip to Utah...Sue Earhart was hexhon
her 60" birthday with a party and a special song writtgn b
Tim!

Seek the Lord while he may be found;
call on him while he is near.
Let the wicked forsake his v
and the evil man his thoughts.
Let him turn to the Lord, ar
he will have mercy on him,
and to our God, for he will freely pardon.
Isaiah 55:6-7
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