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Blessed Assurance 
Reading church history is often an exhilarating experience.  At other times it’s 
thoroughly depressing.  Falling mostly into the latter category are the church debates 
that have taken place almost from the Day of Pentecost to the present.  People who 
wear the name of Jesus have fought with each other over points of doctrine for very 
nearly 2,000 years.  A great deal of ink and, tragically, blood has been spilt over the 
centuries in these debates. 
   

        

 

              Calvin             Arminius            

 

                      
  One of the longest, most intense, and, at times, violent debates has been over the 
issues of Divine foreknowledge, election and predestination.  The debate was hot 
between Augustine and Pelagius (around 400 AD), but really heated up between the 
followers of John Calvin and Jacobus Arminius in the early 17th century.  The debate 
shaped the history of Western Europe and ultimately the United States as the Calvinist 
Puritans departed from the Arminian England and ultimately established a colony at 
Plymouth Rock. 
 
Today, the debate again seems to be heating up, hopefully without the bloodshed that 
characterized the earlier debates (30 year war among other senseless violence).  At the 
center of the debate is our text this morning:   

 
Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those 
God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, 
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he 
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, 
he also glorified. 

 
Dealing with terms such as “foreknew,” “predestined,” and “called (elected),” will 
necessarily engage us in this debate but it should not obscure Paul’s point.  Sometimes 
we have to at least try to strip away the centuries of debate and come back to the 
original meaning of a passage.  Paul was neither a Calvinist nor an Arminian.  He 
knew that our salvation was rooted in the eternal will of God and that our lives in 
Christ were secure!  That’s his point and it’s a point we need to hear and celebrate—
nothing can separate us from the love of God which is ours in Jesus Christ!  
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����� Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste 
of glory divine! Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of His Spirit, washed in His 
blood.”  Tim 
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  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:  It’s Still 
Good News! 
Teens: Galatians and Philippians 
College Class: When God Writes 
Your Love Story 
 10:30a.m. Worship: It’s Still Good 
News!   
6:00p:Worship: Worship and 
Ministry  
Teens: Discussion  
�4�&5�2�
 7:00p Ladies Prayer Group - 

Oakmont�
6�5)�&5�2 : 
  9:45a Ladies Bible Study. 1St 
Corinthians 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium:  
Teens: 24/7 Experience 
�748&5�2 ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study:  
To start  Sept 13. 
��5�8&��%	���-�8	�9�
��*� �$�	�
Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
5���/)&��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
#3)3&��8�

Tim Kelley   
&��8���82 �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
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      Kristy Kelley had a sudden loss 
of vision last weekend and was referred to a retinal specialist.  The 
specialist could not determine what caused the loss of vision.  She 
had blood work done and will have an angiogram of the eye done 
soon.  Please pray that the cause and solution will be found soon. 
Tim’s aunt, Marie Alison, passed away…Edith Groff is in a neck 
brace following a fall…Gaylord and Dolly Duval and Nancy 
Henderson’s parents are having age related struggles…Viva 
Rhodes is ill and will see a cardiologist on Friday.  Her niece, 
Evette, developed kidney stones and delivered her baby girl early 
by c-section.  Viva’s brother Jody will have a biopsy for a mass in 
chest…Garnet Blankenship is suffering from severe leg 
cramps…Sue Baxter is making good progress with physical therapy 
but has decided not to travel to Texas for Christmas…Ruby Dye’s 
sister, Opal, and Oakmont resident, Ken Tompkins, passed 
away…Sue McGowan’s friend, Greg Thomas, is going to San 
Francisco for a neurological examination…Doug Haselton has a 
badly sprained ankle on the job…Jim Shepherd broke his 
arm…Francis Herring's son-in-law, Rich Reiner, was injured in a 
bicycling accident. 
 
WE GIVE THANKS FOR ANSWERED PRAYERS   Paul 
Halstead received a good report following cancer surgery…The 
Fall Festival and Lyle Fest were a big success.  Children who 
attended Vacation Bible School came!…Steve Bokulich has put 
together a full weekend of exciting plans for the congregation’s 50th

anniversary in January!…Beth  Bradley arrived safely in Cairo, 
Egypt and will be home for Thanksgiving. 
 
Prayer Requests from Brent & Sandy Rogers, Kojima, Japan:   
We feel so in need of prayer and want to ask for your prayers 
before we tackle the work ahead.  We want God’s will to be done in 
each heart.  Specifically, we are about to start fund-raising just as 
oil hits $100 per barrel and the holidays are coming around.  Logos 
English Language School needs about 30 new students (45 would 
be better).  I am putting together a marketing plan.  We are thinking 
about what to do (for the community) for Christmas:  caroling a 
night or two, recruiting singers from the community, singing and 
presenting the Good News.  Lastly, we would trade full support, the 
school and Christmas for a couple of co-workers with a heart for 
the Japanese people.  Please beg God to raise up workers for the 
harvest.  We love you.   Brent and Sandy  
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class 50 
Morning    75 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $3,944.20 �
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7: 00 AM           
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