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Living “Thank You” 
 
If your Thanksgiving was anything like ours, it was wonderful!  I hope you thanked 
many people for many reasons.  Gratitude is to be at the very heart of the Christian’s 
character.  We will never be happy or good if we are not grateful.  Further, gratitude 
must be expressed.  Teaching children to say “please” and “thank you,” is much more 
than teaching good manners it is teaching good character. 
 
But real gratitude is not simply expressed with words, although it needs to include 
words.  It is to be expressed in deeds—thankful deeds.  In the hymn, “Alas! And Did 
My Savior Bleed,” Isaac Watts reflected on what Jesus did in His atoning death.  
Overwhelmed by the greatness of Jesus dying for sinners, Watts writes: 
 

…Thus might I hide my blushing face while His dear cross appears, 
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, and melt my eyes to tears. 

 
But Watts understood that even a tearful expression of gratitude was not enough.  
True gratitude demanded more.  His next verse makes the point: 
 

But drops of grief can ne’er repay the debt of love I owe: 
Here, Lord, I give my self away ’tis all that I can do. 

 
Paul understood the same reality.  In Romans 1-11, Paul powerfully tells us what God 
through Jesus Christ has done for all of us, even though we have all sinned and fall 
short of His holy standard.  While we were enemies of God, Jesus died for us.  We are 
saved by God’s loving grace.  To truly understand that is to be profoundly grateful!  
We should constantly say, sing, and pray, “Thank You!”  But as with Watts, Paul 
cannot stop with that.  In light of all that God has done, Paul says: 
 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as 
living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of 
worship [or service]. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing, and perfect will. 
 

In light of the Lord’s dying sacrifice we offer our lives as a living sacrifice.  That’s 
what real gratitude demands.  It demands that we live “Thank You!” 
 
Tim 
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  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:  It’s Still 
Good News! 
Teens: Galatians and Philippians 
College Class: When God Writes 
Your Love Story 
 10:30a.m. Worship: It’s Still Good 
News!   
6:00p:Worship: Worship and 
Ministry  
Teens: Discussion  
�4�&5�2�
 7:00p Ladies Prayer Group - 

Oakmont�
6�5)�&5�2 : 
  9:45a Ladies Bible Study. 1St 
Corinthians 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium:  
Teens: 24/7 Experience 
�748&5�2 ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study:  
To start  Sept 13. 
��5�8&��%	���,�8	�9�
��*� �$�	�
Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
5���.)&��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
#3)3&��8�

Tim Kelley   
&��8���82 �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
 
 
 
 
 



�
6	 ���	�:���$�%� ������������	
����
������������������
���
������	�����
�����
�������������
�������
�������
��������

����
�����	������������������
��	�������� ������
���������������������
�����������������
���������
� ��������
����
����	
���
������������������������������

��
� ������
��������������� 
���������������������
�����!���
�� �������
����!����������������  

       
 ������������	
�����
����
�������������������������� �����������������	
�����
����
�������������������������� �����������������	
�����
����
�������������������������� �����������������	
�����
����
�������������������������� ����� There is no prayer 
list this week, although there are plenty of people to pray for—
so keep on praying.  My human family has a long history of 
faith in God, because steadfast parents and grandparents have 
taught and modeled the life of faith before the children.  At my 
father’s funeral, brother J.P. Sanders reminded the celebrants 
that the Christ-like example of a life is the sum, in this case, of 
my Daddy’s thoughts, words and deeds.  They must be in 
agreement.  There can be no division among them.  But in the 
final analysis, it was the visible things, his deeds, that that 
carried the day.  What I’d most like to teach my grandchildren, 
in word and in deeds, is the inestimable worth of being 
thankful, having a thankful heart that is completely settled in 
the Lord.  Regardless of one’s circumstances, this is the key to 
“the good life” now and admission into His presence now and in 
the world to come.   The Bible has a lot to say about 
thanksgiving.  The one who is thankful in every circumstance 
acknowledges that the Lord is in control.  He is aware of the 
Lord’s presence and sees Him working every day in his life.  
The thankful heart rests in the Lord and bears a visible crop of 
spiritual fruit:  Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, 
Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self-control.  Look around.  Our 
God is glorified and the world is made richer by thanksgiving 
that continually overflows from a thankful heart. 
 
WE GIVE THANKS for what the Lord has been doing in 
Abak, Nigeria.  A couple of years ago we sent a library of books 
from the collections of Andy House, JC Sowell, Don Fox and 
Judy Thomson to Rhema Academy and Aniefiok Akpan.  The 
World English Institute UPDATE October/November 2007 
newsletter reports that a new study center is opening in Abak, 
staffed by Aniefiok and his wife Etang.  In addition to office 
space, the new center has a large room where students will 
study English and the Bible and where a new congregation is 
being planted.  New students will be enrolled daily.  The 
Akpans have recruited a team of volunteers to help introduce 
WEI to congregations throughout Nigeria, reaching souls with 
the gospel and training those who are willing to prepare for 
effective Christian ministry.  The Lord has provided 
abundantly more than we could ask or imagine!  Praise Him!!           
Judy Thomson 
 
God can do anything.  Luke 1:37 
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class 59 
Morning    83 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $1,447.42�
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7: 00 AM           
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