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 A few years ago I was watching a PBS program on the Great Fire in Rome.1 I was stunned 
(but should not have been) that the show presented, unchallenged, the theory of a German 
Professor, Gerhard Baudy.  His theory was that the Roman Emperor, Nero, was right to blame 
the Christians for the fire.  What evidence did he have for discounting the report of the 
contemporary Roman historian, Tacitus, and blaming the Christians?  He takes selected texts 
from Revelation speaking of Rome’s destruction (probably written at least 25 years after the 
fire!) and then the narrator says:    

What's more, an ancient Egyptian prophecy that would have been well-known in the 
Christian quarters of Rome foretold the fall of the great evil city on the day that the 
Dog Star, Sirius, rises. In 64 AD, Sirius rose on July 19, the very day the great fire of 
Rome began. Baudy believes that, bearing this prophetic date in mind, some of the 
Christians, maltreated and embittered, may have started the fire -- or perhaps lit 
additional fires, adding fuel to the larger conflagration -- in hopes of realizing their 
prophesies. 

No evidence is given that Christians in Rome knew or read this Egyptian prophecy or why 
they would pay any attention to such an astrologically based text.  But far worse, the show 
said nothing about a text we know the Christians in Rome did have.  We know it because 7-9 
years before the fire Paul wrote a letter specifically to them.  Did he say anything about their 
relationship to the Roman Empire?  Well, yes he did.  Did he suggest that it might be a good 
idea to be Christian arsonists?  Hardly!  Read, again, Paul’s words about how Christians are to 
relate to a pagan government that might persecute them: 

1 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority 
except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been 
established by God. 2 Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling 
against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on 
themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do 
wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is 
right and he will commend you. 4 For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you 
do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, 
an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary 
to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because 
of conscience.  
6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their 
full time to governing. 7 Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay 
taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. (Romans 
13:1-7) 

 
If you want to instigate arson, this is not a text you would use!  In fact, it remains a challenge, 
even for those of us who are blessed to live in this great country of religious liberty.  We may 
get irate at our government as we read the news, look at wars, or struggle to pay our taxes, but 
God has ordained governments.  Certainly, that doesn’t justify evil governments but it does 
call on us to be good citizens, even in less than good governments.  We are blessed indeed, to 
be in this great land under our enlightened constitution!  That blessing has come from God! 
 
Tim 
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  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:  It’s Still 
Good News! 
Teens: Galatians and Philippians 
College Class: When God Writes 
Your Love Story 
 10:30a.m. Worship: It’s Still Good 
News!   
6:00p:Worship: Worship and 
Ministry  
Teens: Discussion  
�4�&)�2�
 7:00p Ladies Prayer Group - 

Oakmont�
6�)5�&)�2 : 
  9:45a Ladies Bible Study. 1St 
Corinthians 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium:  
Teens: 24/7 Experience 
�748&)�2 ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study:  
To start  Sept 13. 
��)�8&��%	���,�8	�9�
��* � �$�	�
Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
)���.5&��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
#353&��8�

Tim Kelley   
&��8���82 �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
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 The Kehm family as they settle into their new home in 
Colorado…Judy Hanson was treated last week for long 
standing shoulder pain and is trying exercise before 
surgery…Lyle Thompson is working in southern California 
this week and staying with his parents. Wendy and the 
children are working to have a yard sale this weekend and 
make their house ready for the Fowler’s. Judy T is making her 
house ready for the Thompson’s , all need your prayers… Sue 
Earhart’s brother Bruce came up from the Bay Area to help 
her look for new apartment…Mary Evalyn Middleton’s eldest 
daughter, Barbara Albright, has stomach problems…Dr. 
Terrance Fraters long time Enloe physician had a heart attack 
recently and has been in Enloe ICU…Amanda fell and hurt 
her ankle…The Bokulich’s church friend , T.A Smith in Mt. 
View AR, had a massive heart attack.. Sue McGowan’s 
coworkers’ husband, Greg Thomas, has been scheduled for 
neuro surgery…Kristie Kelley’s appointment was rescheduled 
for the 13th  but she is ok with it because her vision seems to 
be improving. 
 
 
WE GIVE THANKS FOR …Mary Evalyn Middleton’s move into 
Oakmont’s one bedroom apartment #110. She is so happy about 
having a living room! The Tuesday Night prayer group will soon be 
meeting there. And we give thanks for everybody who helped her 
move! Mary’s daughter, Joyce, will be coming for Christmas… The 
Bradley’s returned from Tennessee on Wednesday… Viva Rhodes 
should be home, at last, and perhaps the Weagle’s too… The Baties 
will be leaving for their winter vacation in Mexico shortly… Don 
Fox helped the Thompson’s last week with some much needed 
house repairs…Speaking of happy, on Wednesday morning Yumi 
is going to Sacramento to take the test for her U.S. citizenship.  
 
Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to men on whom 
his favor rests.  
Luke 2:14 
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class 40 
Morning    73 
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $1,445.35�
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7: 00 AM           
 �
 
 

 
�

)	�	�*	%�� $� � �
*
�
����(� � *
�������� �����
�����������������
���
 ��������(��% &�
)	�	�*	%�0��
*
�������� �����
)	�	�*	%�0� �

*
��������*���
��	�) &  
=�
��0��>�0���� $� �
�

��	%��%!��	 	*%�$��
�

�	*%'�%!���
"����
�����'��<��� �


