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One of the Reasons | Love Christmas &45) 2
9:30a.m. Bible Classes

| confess it—I love Christmas and have loved it trafsmy life. Of course, as a child | loveq
the vacation from school, the special Christmaatérécakes, candies, and especially my
Mom'’s great, light, Texas fruitcake), and the présainder the tree. Over the years, thoss
reasons for loving the holiday hevdiminished. | no longer attend school, | neestay awa
from the treats, and for some reason Santa sendsentm!l for the gifts.

Other reasons—better reasons—have taken theirpladeese include families being
together, the glorious music dfe season, and the turning of hearts toward tlle birJesus
Oh, I well know that there are the downsides of e@rcialization, alcohol consumption, &
the depression of the lonely but the balance ledgems so very weighted toward the plus
side that it speaks well of the holiday.

| know that for many of my Brothers and Sister€hrist, (whom | dearly love) the issue
begins and ends with whether an annual celebrafitime birth of Jesus can be found in the
New Testament, and of course, it ce They are quick to point out the many pagan
associations that have gathered around Christmasgding its date. If you are among thos
| don’t wish to change your mind on the subjecbr fe, however, there is a great chasm
between not finding a command to celebrate thé loifour Savior and declaring that it is
wrong to celebrate the coming of God’s greatest @Bithis fallen world. As for the pagan
associations—almost all of them have virtually listir pagan meanings. Decembef 25
now Christmas, ndbaturnalia(by the way, even that association is debatakile many
arguing that the pagans set the ddter Christians started celebrating the birth of Jékas).

One thing that is hardly arguable is that Christimas done and continues to do good for tf
world. And that is one of the reasons | love Gimess. Here are some statistics from 2005
relating charitable giving with Christmas.
87% - People who donated money to a charity in Z88ifgious or nonreligious).
62% - People who donated their time to a charit®d@5 (religious or nonreligious).
50% - Yearly charitable donations made between K$gining and New Year's Day.
84% - Malls that will hold charity events. Toys fbots and Giving Trees are the most
popular charity events in malls.
$260 billion - Total charitable donations in 200%, from $245 billion in 2004. About half
of the increase was due to giving for one of thnegor natural disasters: tsunam
in southern Asia, Gulf Coast hurricanes, and Pakistearthquake.

Would people give to the needy as much if thereewer Christmas? That would be a hard
case to make! Doesn't it make much more senselieve that the more we appreciate the
gift of a Savior, the more we will likely give? Arwhen there is a dedicated time for
celebrating that Gift, will we not give more thei$d, celebrate or not as you choose this
Christmas but we can all rejoice when good is done.
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The Batie’s baby grandson, Sean, had surgery tovera
growth...Karly Thomson has been having severe
headaches...Yolanda Crane’s younger sister and enigining
sibling, Doris Barnes, passed away on Tuesday...\Wethanks
that the Tim and Roxanne Kelley are well again,dbiéege and
high school students have completed their finatrexdor
Christmas caroling on Wednesday night, and foowethip and a
celebration for Yumi at the Kelley’s home afterwiard

MOST OF ALL, WE ARE THANKFUL *“...When the time had
fully come, God se his Son born of a woman...” (Galatians 4:4)
“...To all who received him, to those who believetli;iname, he

gave the right to become children of God...” (Johth2):

PAUL'S PRAYER OF DELIVERANCE FROM SPIRITUAL
IGNORANCE

Paul began most of his letters to the churches avitiajor section
on prayer. In Ephesians 1:15-23, he lists theaalitibutes he’s
been requesting for them. He's been asking Gashlighten them
so that they could know Him better. Knowing God &nowing
about God are two totally different experienceaulrays that
this church can be delivered from spiritual ign@@and be
launched into a wonderful relationship with God deti.

“For this reason ever since | heard about your fat in the Lord
Jesus and your love for all the saints, | have na@topped giving
thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. | lkeep asking
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorioug-ather, may
give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so tht you may
know him better. | pray also thatthe eyes of your heart may t
enlightened in order that you may know the hope tevhich he
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritace in the
saints, and his incomparably great power for us whbelieve.
That power is like the working of his michty strength, which he
exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dea@nd seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far &ove all rule
and authority, power and dominion, and every titlethat can be
given, not only in the present age but also in thene to come.
And God placed all things under his feet and appoted him to
be head over everything for the church, which is lsi body, the
fullness of him who fills everything in every way.”
(Adapted 40 Days with the Bible’s Great Prayers of
Deliverance
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FOR THE RECORD
Bible Class 61
Morning 91
CONTRIBUTIONS
Regular: $ 2,223.46

IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY
KRVU-TV Channel 13
Sunday 7: 00 AM

. 0=0 ¥
% %! *%$
*%%' %!
: * 2




