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             One of the Reasons I Love Christmas 

 
I confess it—I love Christmas and have loved it most of my life.  Of course, as a child I loved 
the vacation from school, the special Christmas treats (cakes, candies, and especially my 
Mom’s great, light, Texas fruitcake), and the presents under the tree.  Over the years, those 
reasons for loving the holiday have diminished.  I no longer attend school, I need to stay away 
from the treats, and for some reason Santa sends me the bill for the gifts. 
 
Other reasons—better reasons—have taken their places.  These include families being 
together, the glorious music of the season, and the turning of hearts toward the birth of Jesus.  
Oh, I well know that there are the downsides of commercialization, alcohol consumption, and 
the depression of the lonely but the balance ledger seems so very weighted toward the plus 
side that it speaks well of the holiday. 
 
I know that for many of my Brothers and Sisters in Christ, (whom I dearly love) the issue 
begins and ends with whether an annual celebration of the birth of Jesus can be found in the 
New Testament, and of course, it can’t.  They are quick to point out the many pagan 
associations that have gathered around Christmas, including its date.  If you are among those, 
I don’t wish to change your mind on the subject.  For me, however, there is a great chasm 
between not finding a command to celebrate the birth of our Savior and declaring that it is 
wrong to celebrate the coming of God’s greatest Gift to this fallen world.  As for the pagan 
associations—almost all of them have virtually lost their pagan meanings.  December 25th is 
now Christmas, not Saturnalia (by the way, even that association is debatable with many 
arguing that the pagans set the date after Christians started celebrating the birth of Jesus then).
 
One thing that is hardly arguable is that Christmas has done and continues to do good for the 
world.  And that is one of the reasons I love Christmas.  Here are some statistics from 2005 
relating charitable giving with Christmas.   

87% - People who donated money to a charity in 2005 (religious or nonreligious). 
62% - People who donated their time to a charity in 2005 (religious or nonreligious). 
50% - Yearly charitable donations made between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day. 
84% - Malls that will hold charity events. Toys for Tots and Giving Trees are the most 

popular charity events in malls. 
$260 billion - Total charitable donations in 2005, up from $245 billion in 2004. About half 

of the increase was due to giving for one of three major natural disasters: tsunami 
in southern Asia, Gulf Coast hurricanes, and Pakistan’s earthquake. 

 
Would people give to the needy as much if there were no Christmas?  That would be a hard 
case to make!  Doesn’t it make much more sense to believe that the more we appreciate the 
gift of a Savior, the more we will likely give?  And when there is a dedicated time for 
celebrating that Gift, will we not give more then?  So, celebrate or not as you choose this 
Christmas but we can all rejoice when good is done. 
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  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:  
Annunciation and Ascension. 
Teens: Galatians and Philippians 
College Class: When God Writes 
Your Love Story 
 10:30a.m. Worship:  Annunciation 
and Ascension 
6:00p Worship and Ministry 
Teens: Discussion  
�4�&)�2�
 7:00p Ladies Prayer Group - 

Oakmont�
6�)5�&)�2 : 
  9:45a Ladies Bible Study. 1St 
Corinthians 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium: Acts 
Teens:  
�748&)�2 ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study: 
Romans 
��)�8&��%	���,�8	�9�
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Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
)���.5&��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
#353&��8�

Tim Kelley   
&��8���82 �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
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The Batie’s baby grandson, Sean, had surgery to remove a 
growth…Karly Thomson has been having severe 
headaches…Yolanda Crane’s younger sister and only remaining 
sibling, Doris Barnes, passed away on Tuesday…We give thanks 
that the Tim and Roxanne Kelley are well again, the college and 
high school students have completed their final exams; for 
Christmas caroling on Wednesday night, and for fellowship and a 
celebration for Yumi at the Kelley’s home afterward! 
 
MOST OF ALL, WE ARE THANKFUL   “…When the time had 
fully come, God sent his Son born of a woman…” (Galatians 4:4) 
“…To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God…” (John 1:12)   
 
PAUL’S PRAYER OF DELIVERANCE FROM SPIRITUAL 
IGNORANCE  
 
Paul began most of his letters to the churches with a major section 
on prayer.  In Ephesians 1:15-23, he lists the noble attributes he’s 
been requesting for them.  He’s been asking God to enlighten them 
so that they could know Him better.  Knowing God and knowing 
about God are two totally different experiences.  Paul prays that 
this church can be delivered from spiritual ignorance and be 
launched into a wonderful relationship with God Himself. 
 
“For this reason ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord 
Jesus and your love for all the saints, I have not stopped giving 
thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.  I keep asking 
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may 
give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may 
know him better.  I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he 
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the 
saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.  
That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he 
exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule 
and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be 
given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.  
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to 
be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills everything in every way.” 
(Adapted, 40 Days with the Bible’s Great Prayers of 
Deliverance) 
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class 61 
Morning   91  
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $ 2,223.46 
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7: 00 AM           
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