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In Peace and Joy I Now Depart  
 
The Christmas season for our age has become a holiday for children.  The only “senior 
citizen” allowed in the cultural mythology is Santa Claus.  But this “Jolly Old Elf” has 
a special pass into the cultural mythology precisely because he brings presents to 
children.  Santa’s in because he “sells.”  Other than this exception, it’s a holiday for 
the young. 
 
Even in the Christian tradition youth is emphasized.  Of course, Jesus is a newborn 
and his mother, Mary, was likely still a teenager.  In most traditions, Joseph is also 
relatively young.  If the wise men, in Matthew’s Gospel, are old, we are left to deduce 
that.  Matthew says nothing about their age.  So, we have a young couple with a 
newborn son, who is the very Son of God.  Beyond them, we have shepherds and 
ageless angels.   
 
But if that’s all we’ve seen, we haven’t been reading Luke carefully.  Zechariah and 
Elizabeth, like Abraham and Sarah, are old (at least past childbearing age) and they 
are part of the story, not merely symbols of the passing of the Old Covenant.  But 
even if we missed them, keep reading in Luke and you meet two people who are old 
and their age is important.  Simeon and Anna have lived many years, longing to see 
their hope—Israel’s hope—fulfilled.  Simeon was promised by God that he would not 
die until his eyes saw the Lord’s Christ.  This old man took the baby in his arms and 
sang for joy!  And 84 year old Anna rejoiced, telling everyone who would listen about 
the salvation that came in this baby. 
 
This morning we will hear about these “senior saints” so full of hope and joy.  How 
can we be full of hope and joy as we move closer to our certain end?  Look at Martin 
Luther’s hymn which was drawn from Simeon’s song and you’ll see how!     Tim 
   
In peace and joy I now depart                          

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Him Thou has unto all set fourth 
At God’s disposing;                                         Their great Salvation 
For full of comfort is my heart,                       And to His kingdom called the earth, 
Soft reposing.                                                   Every nation. 
So the Lord hath promised me,                        By Thy dear and wholesome Word, 
And death is but a slumber.                             In every place resounding 
 
‘Tis Christ that wrought this work for me,       He is the Hope and saving Light 
My faithful Savior,                                            Of lands benighted; 
Whom Thou hast made mine eyes to see          By Him are they who dwelt in night 
By thy favor.                                                     Fed and lighted. 
Now I know He is my Life,                               He is Israel’s Praise and Bliss. 
My Help in need and dying                              Their Joy, Reward, and Glory 
 

�&&�#1�2��3#�& �
&45)�2��
  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:  
Annunciation and Ascension. 
Teens: Galatians and Philippians 
College Class: When God Writes 
Your Love Story 
 10:30a.m. Worship:  Annunciation 
and Ascension 
6:00p Worship and Ministry 
Teens: Discussion  
�4�&)�2�
 7:00p Ladies Prayer Group - 

Oakmont�
6�)5�&)�2 : 
  9:45a Ladies Bible Study. 1St 
Corinthians 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium: Acts 
Teens:  
�748&)�2 ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study: 
Romans 
��)�8&��%	���,�8	�9�
��*� �$�	�
Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
)���.5&��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
#353&��8�

Tim Kelley   
&��8���82 �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
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     Helen Oates’ health isn’t good 
right now, and she is dealing with the consequent 
weakness…Oleta Curtis and Alene Hale need our prayers.  
Viva has been helping them but had to go to Phoneix on 
Wednesday to be with her very sick brother, Jody…Kevin 
Schmidt, the Kelley’s son-in-law, has elbow tendonitis and is 
trying to rest his arm for a few weeks…Chloe Baer’s grandpa, 
Wally, is in the hospital with congestive heart failure…Quite a 
few of us have colds and other winter ailments…The Thompson 
family will be leaving on January 4 for a week with Lyle’s 
parents in Carlsbad…The Weagle’s are on the road visiting 
family who live in the Midwest and Rocky Mountains…We ask 
the Lord’s blessings on Leandra Miller and her fiancé who are 
planning to be married in August…Pray for Our 50th 
Anniversary celebration in two weeks and for Steve Bokulich, 
who is coordinating it. 
 
PAUL’S PRAYER OF DELIVERANCE FROM SPIRIUTAL 
WEAKNESS 
 
Because the Ephesian church had been birthed out of paganism 
and spiritual darkness, Paul continued constantly in prayer for 
this congregation.  In Ephesians 3:14-21 he again lists his 
prayer requests on their behalf, and mentions that he’s praying 
for God to strengthen them with power through His Spirit in 
the inner being.  He wants them to fully know the love of Christ 
and be filled with all the fullness of God.  These things come 
only by a life sanctified on the altar of constant prayer.  Only 
prayer can take us the final step to deliverance from spiritual 
weakness. 
 
“For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole 
family in heaven and on earth derives its name.  I pray that out of 
his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his 
Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your 
hearths through faith.  And I pray that you, being rooted and 
established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, 
to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you 
may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  Now to 
him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him 
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever!  Amen.” 
(Adapted, 40 Days with the Bible’s Great Prayers of Deliverance)
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class 57 
Morning   112  
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $2,771.07 
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7: 00 AM           
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