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Those of us within the Restoration Movement face the temptation of idealizing the 
early church.  Oh, we know that the New Testament church had difficult moments, but 
on the whole we see the church just marching on until the pages of the New Testament 
close.  Only then does the real trouble begin as the church moves away from the clear 
teachings of the Apostles. 
 
But the New Testament itself doesn’t give us quite the unmixed triumphant view.  As 
Paul writes this letter to the Roman church, his concern for the future of the church 
can be seen.  In 2 Corinthians 11:28, Paul concludes that remarkable list of difficulties 
he had faced, by saying, “Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my 
concern for all the churches.”�
 
In truth, there was a lot of pressure.  In Galatia, Judaizing Christians had threatened to 
destroy the faith of young Gentile Christians. In Corinth, divisions threatened to tear 
apart the church.  In Antioch, Paul had found himself at odds with both Peter and 
Barnabas.  In Thessalonica speculation about the second coming was causing trouble.  
In Colossae, a strange kind of heresy would endanger the church.  On Crete, 
troublemakers would cause problems that Titus would have to handle.  In Ephesus, 
false teachers would come and Paul would write to Timothy to deal with them.  Even 
at Philippi, Christian leaders would be at odds.  
 
Paul found himself facing the possibility that the church that began on Jewish soil 
might fail to win Jews.  And now, holding Jewish and Gentile Christians together 
seemed impossible to most.  Even in Rome there was difficulty between two groups, 
perhaps Jews and Gentiles.  Paul was seeking to keep the church together.  He was in 
the process of collecting a gift from his Gentile congregations and taking it to 
Jerusalem and he was not sure how it would be received.  Soon, Paul would be put in 
prison and Rome would turn against the church with a vengeance. 
 
Could Paul see those storm clouds on the horizon?  Some of them I'm sure he saw.  
Yet, in spite of all of this, Paul concludes the main body of this incredible letter to 
Roman Christians by speaking of hope.  Unless Paul was just whistling in the dark, 
that's a message we need to hear.  We look around us and see so much that makes us 
wonder about the future.  We see, or think we see, the church in decline.  We see 
young people leaving home and with that the church.  We see our culture turning to 
philosophies and life styles that make us shudder. 
Certainly we need a message of hope and today, morning and evening we will hear it. 
Tim 
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  9:30a.m. Bible Classes 
 Auditorium:  It’s Still 
Good News! 
Teens: Galatians and Philippians 
College Class: When God Writes 
Your Love Story 
 10:30a.m. Worship: It’s Still Good 
News!   
6:00p:Worship: Worship and 
Ministry  
Teens: Discussion  
�4�&)�2�
 7:00p Ladies Prayer Group - 

Oakmont�
6�)5�&)�2 : 
  9:45a Ladies Bible Study. 1St 
Corinthians 
  7:00p.m. Auditorium:  
Teens: 24/7 Experience 
�748&)�2 ���
10:30a.m. Women’s Bible Study:  
To start  Sept 13. 
��)�8&��%	���,�8	�9�
��*� �$�	�
Larry Bradley – Building and Grounds, 
Administration, Worship- Ted Hanson 
Education, Mission  
Cy Weagle – Benevolence, 
Edification/Involvement  
Lyle Thompson -Youth and Family 
Edification/Involvement  
)���.5&��

Steve Bokulich    
  Harold Presswood  children 
#353&��8�

Tim Kelley   
&��8���82 �
Christie Presswood  
email:chicocofc@sbcglobal.net 
 
Steve Mock - Missionary, Mexico 
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 The Weagle’s as they adjust to being the only Weagle’s in 
town!  They have a house that needs renting.  The Kehm’s 
need to sell their house by March so they can purchase the 
one they are occupying in Colorado.  Weagle grandson 
Stephen broke his arm…Lyle Thompson’s aged uncle Lyle 
broke his hip and had surgery.  His sister Debbie had laser 
surgery on her eyes…Edith Groff and her family need prayers 
during this time of her transition to a care facility…The 
Gowen’s daughter Becky is applying for work as a caregiver 
with the state…Viva Rhodes requests continuing prayers for 
Jody who has lung cancer and an unknown mass in his 
abdomen…Pray for Mary Evalyn Middleton who is “trying to 
find a place to put everything” in her new apartment at 
Oakmont…Lewis McGuire is having trouble with 
asthma…Two Judy’s will be driving Yumi to Sacramento 
early on Wednesday morning for her citizenship 
examination…Remember Christine Russell as she returns 
home to Chico this Friday, that she will persevere in all she 
has to do…Sue Earhart’s brother came to Chico this weekend 
to help her move into an apartment on Park Avenue.  Sue 
needs much help settling in and becoming oriented to her new 
surroundings…Pray for the Fowler’s as they prepare to move 
to Chico in less than a month. 
 
WE GIVE THANKS FOR ANSWERED PRAYERS!   
Shirley Weagle’s knee healed in Colorado, climbing lots of 
stairs and walking to Julie’s house!  Rob Kehm likes his job 
and is taking his family to church!…The Hanson’s continue 
to be very thankful for their brothers and sisters in Christ who 
are giving them a home while theirs is being built…Ann 
Bokulich’s son Michael is doing well, enjoying his work, and 
she’s praying this will continue. 
 
Keep on loving each other as brothers.   Do not forget to 
entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have 
entertained angels without knowing it.  Remember those 
in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those 
who are mistreated as if you yourself were suffering. 
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Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice 
hospitality.  
Romans 12:13 
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FOR THE RECORD         
Bible Class 43 
Morning   77  
CONTRIBUTIONS  
Regular:  $3,660.00 
 
IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY 
KRVU-TV Channel 13 
Sunday 7: 00 AM           
 �
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