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6 For you are a people holy to the LORD your God; he LORD your God has
chosen you out of all the peoples on earth to beshpeople, his treasured possession. 7 It
was not because you were more numerous than any ethpeople that the LORD set his
heart on you and chose you--for you were the fewest all peoples. 8 It was because the
LORD loved you and kept the oath that he swore togur ancestors, that the LORD has
brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed yo from the house of slavery, from
the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. (Deut. 7:6-8)
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Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against youO people of Israel, against
the whole family that | brought up out of the landof Egypt: You only have | known of all
the families of the earth; therefore | will punishyou for all your iniquities. (Amos 3:1-2)
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At that time, says the LORD, | will be the God of d the families of Israel, and they
shall be my people. 2 Thus says the LORD: The pe@plwho survived the sword found
grace in the wilderness; when Israel sought for rés3 the LORD appeared to him from
far away. | have loved you with an everlasting lovetherefore | have continued my
faithfulness to you. 4 Again | will build you, and you shall be builtO virgin Israel!

(Jeremiah 31:1-4)

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philiphe asked his disciples, “Who do
people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Someay John the Baptist; others say
Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the pophets.” “But what about you?” he
asked. “Who do you say | am?” Simon Peter answeredYou are the Messiah, the Son of
the living God.”

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jondlor this was not revealed to you by
flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And tell you that you are Peter, and on this
rock | will build my church, and the gates of deathwill not overcome it...” (Matthew
16:13-19 TNIV)
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But you
are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacheand you are all students.
And call no one your father on earth, for you haveone Father—the one in
heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, foyou have one instructor, the
Messiah. The greatest among you will be your servanAll who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and all who humble theselves will be exalted.
(Matt. 23:8-12)

! 7 According to the grace of God given to me,
like a skilled master builder | laid a foundation,and someone else is building
on it. Each builder must choose with care how to kld on it. For no one can
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Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world,
so | have sent them into the world. 19 And for theisakes | sanctify myself, so that
they also may be sanctified in truth. “lI ask not aly on behalf of these, but also on
behalf of those who will believe in me through theiword, that they may all be one.
As you, Father, are in me and | am in you, may thewlso be in us, so that the world
may believe that you have sent me. The glory thgou have given me | have given
them, so that they may be one, as we are one, | timem and you in me, that they
may become completely one, so that the world may &w that you have sent me and
have loved them even as you have loved me. (John 17-23)

>

()$

*

" 3
lay any foundation other than the one that has beelaid; that foundation is
Jesus Christ. (I Cor. 3:10-11)

' "o & $:;8& “So then you are no
longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizensitih the saints and also
members of the household of God, built upon the fowdation of the apostles
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the comrstone. In him the whole
structure is joined together and grows into a holyemple in the Lord; in
whom you also are built together spiritually into adwelling place for God.

8 # — Come to him, a living stone, though
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in Gosl'sight, and like living
stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual hase, to be a holy priesthood, to
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God throuf Jesus Christ. For it
stands in scripture: “See, | am laying in Zion a sbine, a cornerstone chosen
and precious; and whoever believes in him will nabe put to shame.”
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